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09.15 – 09.30  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
 
09.30 – 10.30 Three Years, Two Major Failures, One Future: Lessons learned and 

what next for the digital asset space 
 

Three years after the collapse of Three Arrows Capital and the high-
profile failure of FTX, the insolvency profession continues to adapt to 
the unique challenges posed by digital asset collapses. This session will 
assess the lasting impact of these landmark cases, highlighting the key 
lessons learned and their influence on the future of insolvency and 
restructuring within the digital asset space. Experts will delve into 
ongoing cross-border recognition challenges, the innovative strategies 
practitioners are employing to recover information from exchanges, 
and the complexities arising from co-mingled assets, pooling 
arrangements, and the growing proliferation of service providers.   
 
Additionally, the session will explore how courts are addressing the 
treatment of DAOs (Decentralised Autonomous Organisations), as 
experts provide insights into the emerging challenges posed by these 
unique digital structures. 
 
Chair: Nik Yeo, Fountain Court Chambers, UK 
James Drury, Interpath Advisory, British Virgin Islands 
Blossom Hing SC, Drew & Napier, Singapore 
Urszula McCormack, King & Wood Mallesons, Hong Kong 
Nathan Simmons, VDX, Hong Kong 

 
10.30 – 11.00 Networking Coffee Break 
 
11.00 – 12.00 Restructure, Rinse, Repeat: Why the loop? 
 

The industry is observing a rise in repeated restructurings, particularly 
within the real estate sector, necessitating a deeper examination of the 
underlying causes. This session will investigate the factors fuelling 
these recurring restructurings, focusing on key issues such as 
forecasting and valuation challenges, volatile market conditions, and 
the influence of bondholders.  
 
It will also explore the managerial, operational and  
financial pressures faced by these entities, including 
shifting market dynamics, liquidity constraints, and  
the associated fees of each restructuring process.  



 

A diverse panel of experts will present varied stakeholder perspectives, 
offering a comprehensive analysis and exploring potential solutions for 
breaking the cycle. 
 
Chair: Kathleen Aka, Weil, Gotshal & Manges, Hong Kong 
Matt Hinds, AlixPartners, Singapore 
Vimla Luk, Moelis, Hong Kong 
Christian Luthi, Conyers, Bermuda 
 

12.00 – 12.45 Quick Hits – A Rapid Rundown of Key Cases 
 

This lightning round will condense key case decisions impacting the 
offshore world. Join us as experts deliver concise and engaging 
presentations under pressure, showcasing their ability to distil complex 
cases into compelling insights. 
 
Chair: Sarah Brehaut, Walkers, Guernsey 
Roberta Cheung, Linklaters, Hong Kong 
Will Porter, Appleby, Cayman Islands 
Dhan Vekaria, Carey Olsen, Hong Kong 
Cherrin Wong, Maples, Singapore 
 

12.45 – 14.15 Networking Lunch 
 
14.15 – 15.15 The 2025 Fund Playbook: In-court and out-of-court dynamics 
 

As the fund industry undergoes a notable transformation in strategies 
for value extraction and preservation, the complexities associated with 
fund lifespans, redemptions, and exits are necessitating new 
approaches. This session will explore both the in-court and out-of-court 
challenges practitioners face in this evolving landscape. Experts will 
discuss how courts are addressing issues related to investor 
redemption claims and stakeholder disputes, while also examining the 
creative strategies that funds are employing outside the courtroom to 
manage their activities and obligations to investors. Practitioners will 
gain valuable insights into navigating these dynamic challenges, 
equipping them to strike a balance between legal considerations and 
strategic approaches as they adapt to the demands of the market in 
2025 and beyond. 

 
Chair: Mitchell Mansfield, Kroll, Cayman Islands 
Manoj Jain, Maso Capital, Hong Kong 
Nienke Lillington, Campbells, Cayman Islands 
Laura McGeever, Paradigm, Cayman Islands 
Tom Smith KC, South Square, UK 

 
15.15 – 15.45 Networking Coffee Break 
 
 
 



 

 
15.45 – 16.45 COMI Check: Is the Centre of Main Interest Still on Point? 
 

As the landscape of offshore insolvency and restructuring evolves, the 
role of the Centre of Main Interest (COMI) is increasingly being 
scrutinised. This session will critically assess whether COMI remains a 
central factor in international insolvency, whether the concept of COMI 
is effective in offshore contexts and what potential alternatives exist.   
 
The session will additionally explore Hong Kong’s stance on adopting 
the Model Law and its broader implications for regional cooperation. 
 
Moderator: Eva Sit SC, Temple Chambers, Hong Kong 
Madam Justice Linda Chan, High Court of Hong Kong SAR 
Justice David Doyle CBE, Grand Court of the Cayman Islands 
Justice Nicholas Segal, Supreme Court of Bermuda 
 

16.45 – 17.00 Conference Close 
 
18.30 – 20.30  Welcome Cocktail Reception 
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Speakers 
 
Kathleen Aka, Weil, Gotshal & Manges, Hong Kong 
 

Kathleen Aka (formerly Kathleen Berkeley) is a partner in the 
Restructuring Department of the Firm’s Hong Kong office. She has 
nearly 20 years of experience advising both debtors and creditors in 
relation to contentious and non-contentious restructuring and 
insolvency matters in the Asia-Pacific region. Kathleen is skilled in 
guiding clients through the most challenging and complex processes 
of financial restructuring, creditor enforcement, formal insolvency, 
insolvency litigation, distressed M&A, and distressed secondary debt 
trading. 

 
Kathleen’s diverse experience and comprehensive skillset straddling both contentious and 
non-contentious work earn her recognition as one of the top restructuring lawyers in Asia. 
Kathleen was named as a “Growth Driver” in the 2023-2024 A-List Lawyers by China Business 
Law Journal, and an “Asia Future Leader” by IFLR in 2021. She has also been recognized as a 
Next Generation Partner by Legal 500 Asia-Pacific in 2020 and 2021 and a Rising Star Partner 
by IFLR1000 Asia Pacific in Restructuring & Insolvency in 2022. She was selected as one of 
the “40 Under 40” honorees by Asian Legal Business in 2019. 
 
Kathleen has a reputation for her unique capability in advising a wide range of clients across 
the full gamut of distressed situations, including bondholders, credit and distressed 
investment funds, banks, insolvency practitioners, shareholders, and distressed corporations. 
Her industry experience covers banking and financial services, insurance and reinsurance, 
health, infrastructure, energy, mining and agriculture, shipping and transportation, retail, 
and property. 
 
Sarah Brehaut, Walkers, Guernsey 
 

Sarah is a partner in Walkers' Guernsey Insolvency & Dispute 
Resolution Group specialising in contentious insolvency and regulatory 
disputes. 
 
She is an experienced court-going Advocate who frequently 
represents liquidators in respect of contentious and non- contentious 
matters before Guernsey's Royal Court in relation to compulsory and 
voluntary winding-up and holds the BPP Certificate of Proficiency in 

Corporate Insolvency. 
 
Sarah also advises and represents directors of regulated entities in respect of regulatory 
investigations and disputes. 
 
She has significant experience in all aspects of commercial dispute as  
well as considerable experience of appearing in the Magistrate’s Court,  
Royal Court and Court of Appeal. 
 
Sarah is recognised by Chambers UK, Legal 500 and Citywealth. 



 

 
Sarah joined AO Hall, Walkers (Guernsey) LLP's predecessor firm in 2011 following an 
extensive career with the Guernsey Bar, commencing in 1996 when she first began working 
in the legal field. 
 
Sarah was called to the Guernsey Bar as an Advocate in January 2001, and was called to the 
English Bar as a Barrister in 1999. 
 
 
Madam Justice Linda Chan, High Court of Hong Kong SAR 
 

Justice Linda Chan was appointed as a Judge of the Court of First 
Instance of the High Court in December 2019, and has since August 
2021 been in charge of the Companies and Bankruptcy List.  
 
Justice Chan obtained a degree in business administration and worked 
in the commercial sector for 5 years before being called to the Bar of 
England and Wales and Hong Kong Bar in 1996. She obtained a 
Master of Laws in 1998. She was in private practice from 1998 and was 

appointed as Senior Council in 2011. Whilst in private practice, she mainly practiced in 
commercial, companies and insolvency matters.  
 
Justice Chan was appointed as Deputy Judge of the Court of First Instance in 2013 and 
2014, and a Recorder of the Court of First Instance from 2015 until her appointment to the 
bench in 2019. 
 
 
Roberta Cheung, Linklaters, Hong Kong 

 
Roberta Cheung is an experienced restructuring and insolvency lawyer 
with over a decade of experience, specialising in cross-border 
restructurings, enforcements, insolvencies and special situations. She 
advises clients, including banks, investment funds, corporates and 
insolvency practitioners across the spectrum of financial restructurings 
and formal insolvency proceedings in Asia.  She has acted on some of 
the region’s most high-profile restructurings and enforcements, 
including many of the recent restructurings involving Chinese real 

estate developers.  Her secondment with the distressed asset legal team of a multinational 
bank has given her unique insights into what creditors expect, allowing her to effectively 
guide clients through the complexities of a distressed scenario. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Justice David Doyle CBE, Grand Court of the Cayman Islands 
 

Called to the Bar of England and Wales 1981. Litigation Department 
Slaughter and May Solicitors, London 1982. Called to the Bar of the Isle 
of Man 1984. Partner at Dickinson, Cruickshank & Co Advocates Isle of 
Man 1985 to 2003 dealing principally with company, commercial, trust 
and regulatory litigation matters. Elected Vice-President Isle of Man 
Law Society 2003.  
 
Second Deemster (Deputy Chief Justice) of the Isle of Man 2003-2010 

sitting at first instance and in the Appeal Division.  
 
From 2007 onwards presented various lectures in Harvard, Oxford and elsewhere on the 
rule of law and judging (some of which are available at www.courts.im).  
 
First Deemster and Clerk of the Rolls (Chief Justice) of the Isle of Man 2010-2018 sitting at 
first instance and in the Appeal Division.  
 
Elected Bencher Gray’s Inn 2011.  
 
Judge of Appeal of the Courts of Appeal of Jersey and Guernsey 2015-2018.  
 
Awarded CBE in the Queen’s 2019 New Year’s Honours for services to the law and the 
administration of justice.  
 
Judge of the Grand Court of the Cayman Islands (Financial Services Division) from March 
2021. 
 
James Drury, Interpath Advisory, British Virgin Islands 

 
James has a broad range of experience, managing a number of high 
profile multi-jurisdictional engagements including complex insolvency, 
restructuring, and advisory-focused engagements the UK, Cayman 
Islands and BVI.  
 
James has extensive expertise and experience advising clients relating 
to cryptocurrencies, NFTs, and blockchain technology and has assisted 
in the recovery of digital assets, often in circumstances where there has 

been fraud or hacking activity, or where assets are held by exchanges.  
 
Recent Major Engagements  
 

- Served as the 'light touch' Provisional Liquidator of an algorithmic trading and 
market-making firm which delivers liquidity for cryptocurrency exchanges and token 
projects and delivered a successful restructuring of its debts in  
excess of US$100m and capital raise.  
 

- Appointed Receiver over US real estate valued in excess of US$300m.  
 

- Appointed as Liquidator of Three Arrows Fund Limited– the US$4bn  



 

feeder fund of Three Arrows Capital Limited.  
 

- Court appointed liquidation on the petition of the BVI Financial Services Commission 
of BVI ‘s first regulated insurance company which offered insurance-based investment 
products to Swedish, Danish & Norwegian individuals. The company had over 6,000 
policyholders and €115m of assets on appointment.  
 

- Investigating instances of hacking of digital accounts and wallets and the theft of 
digital tokens or other assets leading to seeking and obtaining courts orders for 
disclosure against unknown persons and obtaining freezing orders against those 
persons and any accounts and wallets associated with them. Liaised with exchanges, 
token issuers and law enforcement agencies with a view to identifying and achieving 
the quickest and most effective route to recovery of assets.  
 

- Court appointed receivership over the receipts relating to two companies involved in 
the investment in, and management of, a substantial UK commercial property.  
 

- Court appointed receivership of the first ever Master/Feeder fund structure including 
two separate segregated portfolio companies in the Cayman Islands. Engagement 
involved a large element of fraud and asset tracing 

 
 
Matt Hinds, AlixPartners, Singapore 
 

Matt has over 25 years of experience in the operational and financial 
restructuring of complex multi-national companies. 
 
His experience includes acting as CRO and board adviser to distressed 
companies, hands‑on crisis stabilization and managing multi‑project 
operational programs. 
 
Matt holds a degree in Psychology, Philosophy, and Physiology (PPP) 

from the University of Oxford. Matt is a Chartered Management Accountant. 
 
 
Blossom Hing SC, Drew & Napier, Singapore 

 
Blossom was appointed Senior Counsel by the Chief Justice of 
Singapore in 2025.  She focuses on complex litigation and 
international arbitration as well as restructuring and insolvency (“R&I”) 
work. She has an international outlook and works extensively with 
parties based in Indonesia, China, Hong Kong (SAR), the Middle East, 
United States of America, Europe, as well as Singapore. 
Blossom also has an active cross-border R&I practice.   
 

In 2024, Blossom received a global award from Lexology Index and was  
named its R&I Lawyer of the Year and a Thought Leader Global Elite. In the  
same year, she also made it to The Legal 500 Asia Pacific’s Hall of Fame  
for R&I and was identified as one of the top 15 female lawyers in Asia by  
Asian Legal Business (“ALB”).  



 

 
Blossom’s disputes practice includes corporate commercial disputes, shareholder and 
derivative actions, trust claims, crypto-related claims, as well as insolvency related claims.  
She is engaged in trial and appellate advocacy before the Singapore High Court, Appellate 
Division and Court of Appeal. 
 
She also appears as counsel in international arbitration (SIAC, ICC, LCIA, HKIAC, AIAC, and 
IICRA). Blossom is on the SIAC and HIAC panels of arbitrators and is regularly appointed to 
sit as an arbitrator. She is a member of the court of arbitration of the Abu Dhabi International 
Arbitration Centre (arbitrateAD) and a council member of the ICC Institute. 
  
Blossom was recognised as Litigator of the Year in Southeast Asia in both 2021 and 2023 
ALB Women in Law Awards. She was also one of Asia’s top 50 most highly recommended 
arbitration and litigation practitioners in ALB’s Asia Super 50 Disputes Lawyers in 2021. 
Earlier in 2020, she won the Woman Lawyer of the Year (Law Firm) in the 2020 ALB SE Asia 
Law Awards.  
 
Blossom has been consistently recognised in The Legal 500 Asia Pacific, Chambers Asia-
Pacific, IFLR1000, asialaw Leading Lawyers, asialaw Profiles, and Best Lawyers International 
for her dispute resolution and R&I work. 
 
 
Manoj Jain, Maso Capital, Hong Kong 
 

Mr. Jain is the Co-Founder and Co-Chief Investment Officer of Maso 
Capital, a Hong Kong-based multi asset investment firm focused on 
event driven and convertible arbitrage strategies.  
 
Prior, Mr. Jain was a spent nine years at Och-Ziff Capital Management 
including seven years in Asia building the investment platform and was 
a Managing Director since 2007 responsible for Asia merger arbitrage, 
event driven and capital markets. Prior to Och-Ziff, Mr. Jain was an 

Analyst in Mergers and Acquisitions at Credit Suisse First Boston (2001 – 2003). 
 
Mr. Jain holds an M.A. in Management Studies from Cambridge University, UK. 
 
 
Nienke Lillington, INSOL Fellow, Insolvency & Restructuring Attorney, Cayman Islands 

 
Nienke is Counsel with Campbells LLP in its Cayman Islands Litigation, 
Insolvency & Restructuring Group. She specialises in insolvency and 
restructuring litigation and advice. Nienke’s practice consists of high 
value and multi-party disputes and litigation, and the cases she is 
instructed on often include cross-border and multi- 
jurisdictional elements. Recent liquidations in relation  
to which Nienke has been instructed are Ascentra  
Holdings, Inc and Silicon Valley Bank (in the Cayman 

 Islands). Before coming to the Cayman Islands, Nienke worked as a  
barrister in London at the Bar of England & Wales. Nienke is an INSOL  
Fellow, a member of NextGen (XIII) of the International Insolvency Institute,  



 

honoree of the American Bankruptcy Institute’s 2024 ’40 Under 40’, Co-Chair of 
Communications of IWIRC Cayman’s Board, and a member of the Education Committee of 
RISA (Cayman). 
 
 
Vimla Luk, Moelis, Hong Kong 
 

Vimla Luk is an Executive Director at Moelis & Company where she 
specializes in advising clients on restructurings, and dent and equity 
financing transactions. Vimla has over 15 years of experience and has 
been involved in some of the largest and complex restructuring 
transactions in Asia. 
 
Prior to joining Moelis & Company, Vimla was a Director of Adamas 
Private Credit investment team. She also previously worked as an 

Associate Director at KPMG where she advised on restructuring, disposal of non-performing 
loans and special situation transactions in China. 
 
Vimla holds a LLM (Corporate and Finance Law) from the University of Hong Kong and a 
Bachelor of Computer Engineering from UNSW in Australia. 
 
Certifications: CPA  
Associations:  Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
Education: UNSW Mater of professional accounting, UNSW Bachelor of Engineering and The 
University of Hong Kong Master of Laws (LL.M.), Banking, Finance and Securities Law. 
 
 
Christian Luthi, Conyers, Bermuda 
 

Christian has extensive experience in dispute resolution involving 
litigation in the Bermuda courts and arbitration. His practice 
encompasses a wide range of areas including company law, 
particularly share valuation and appraisal matters, shareholder 
disputes, insolvency and restructuring matters,  
insurance, and other commercial matters. He also  
has significant experience in international family law,  
 

trust disputes and complex regulatory and compliance matters. 
 
Christian is a regular speaker at international conferences and also established the Offshore 
Case Digest, which offers readers high-level summaries of major cases decided in Bermuda, 
the British Virgin Islands and the Cayman Islands. Conyers is the only offshore law firm 
offering coverage of cases in these jurisdictions; our public database holds over 300 case 
summaries. 
 
Christian has been recognised as an Eminent Practitioner in the Chambers  
Global Guide 2024 and is ranked Tier 1 The Legal 500 
 
 
 



 

Mitchell Mansfield, Kroll, Cayman Islands 
 
Mitchell is a managing director and leads the Cayman Islands office. 
Mitchell has over 15 years of experience delivering bespoke solutions 
in respect of complex cross-border restructurings, liquidations, 
shareholder disputes and valuations, investigations, and litigation 
across Australia, Asia, North America, the Middle East, and the 
Caribbean. 
 
Mitchell has acted on behalf of public and private companies, 

shareholders, funds, secured and unsecured creditors on assignments across the financial 
services, shipping, retail, agriculture, pharmaceutical, property, mining, resources, 
construction and manufacturing industries. 
 
Mitchell also leads the Fund Solutions services for Kroll's Restructuring practice. In this 
position, he is responsible for providing advisory and discretionary asset management 
services for illiquid or distressed investments, including divestments, rationalizing 
management cost structures, restructuring of single investments or portfolio realizations. 
 
Prior to relocating to the Cayman Islands office, Mitchell was based in the Singapore office, 
advising clients across Asia and globally. 
 
Mitchell is a Chartered Accountant and Cayman Islands Official Liquidator. 
 
 
Urszula McCormack, King & Wood Mallesons, Hong Kong 
 

Urszula McCormack is one of the world's leading regulatory and digital 
economy lawyers, with a focus on emerging technologies. 
 
Urszula advises global banks, payment institutions, large technology 
companies, exchanges, virtual asset issuers and software developers 
on new products, cross-border transactions, compliance and licensing. 
In her data practice, Urszula advises on privacy  
regulation, algorithmic design, encryption  

technologies and data-sharing arrangements. Urszula is a leading  
specialist advising governments, multilaterals and regulators on building  
robust enabling environments for digital payments, digital identity, financial crime controls, 
cross-border data flows and innovation.  
 
Urszula’s work in the technology arena includes: 
 

- digital economy transformation and enabling laws; 
- virtual assets and tokenisation, including decentralised platforms and protocols; 
- trading platforms and market conduct; 
- payment technologies; 
- custody solutions; 
- digital ecosystems including gaming, social media and “metaverse”  

applications; and 
- related cross-border licensing applications, strategic acquisitions,  



 

restructures and regulatory investigations. 
- Urszula is especially well known for building global digital ecosystems. A key aspect 

of this is successfully integrating payments, virtual assets, social media, exchange and 
(where relevant) gamification and sustainability/ESG elements and navigating rapidly 
developing, overlapping, conflicting and changing legal and regulatory requirements 
in a cohesive, pragmatic and forward-looking manner. 

 
Urszula is a member of multiple advisory bodies and has been appointed to the Panel of 
Recognised International Market Experts (P.R.I.M.E.). She is regularly invited to brief 
governments, regulators and transnational policymakers. Urszula is admitted to practice law 
in Hong Kong, Australia and England & Wales and is a Certified Anti-Money Laundering 
Specialist (CAMS). She is highly rated across a number of practice areas by Chambers and 
other major legal directories 
 
 
Laura McGeever, Paradigm Governance, Cayman Islands 
 

Partners, a Cayman Islands based provider of governance and fiduciary 
services to the investment funds industry. Ms. McGeever is a Fellow of 
The Chartered Governance Institute (FCG), Certified Anti-Money 
Laundering Specialist (CAMS), Advanced Certified AML Specialist-
Audit (CAMS Audit) and holds the Accredited Director designation 
granted by the Institute of Chartered Secretaries of Canada. Laura 
serves as an independent director on the Boards of alternative 
investment funds including hedge funds, crypto funds, venture capital, 

fund of hedge funds, and private equity vehicles (including governance and advisory 
committees). Ms McGeever has over 17 years professional experience spanning governance, 
AML, regulatory compliance, and fund operations. She is a registered Professional Director 
pursuant to the Cayman Islands Directors Registration and Licensing Act, 2014.  
  
Prior to joining Paradigm, Ms. McGeever managed the Fund Governance department at 
Citco Trustees (Cayman) Limited providing regulatory compliance and governance support 
to key client relationships. Before Citco, she was a Chartered Secretary and compliance 
professional within the asset management team at Matheson law firm in  
Dublin, and prior to that Ms. McGeever worked with JPMorgan Fund  
Services (Ireland) Limited as a fund accountant / investor services associate. 
  
Ms. McGeever has a first-class honours degree in International Business (majoring in finance) 
and Languages from Dublin City University, a Post Graduate Diploma in Management and 
Corporate Governance from the University of Ulster and completed the Executive Hedge 
Fund Programme through the Henley Business School as part of the University of Reading. 
Ms. McGeever has completed the Oxford Blockchain Strategy Programme in 2022 and in 
2024 the Oxford Women’s Leadership Development Programme through the Saïd Business 
School, University of Oxford. 
  
Ms. McGeever is a Board member of the Cayman Islands Red Cross, a  
member of the Cayman Islands Directors Association (CIDA), 100 Women  
in Finance (Cayman Islands), and is a committee member of the ISCA  
Cayman branch. Ms. McGeever is also a notary public in the Cayman Islands. 
  



 

Ms. McGeever holds Irish citizenship and is a permanent resident of the Cayman Islands and 
has resided there since 2013. 
 
Will Porter, Appleby, Cayman Islands 
 

Will is an Associate in the Dispute Resolution team at Appleby in the 
Cayman Islands. He specialises in insolvency matters, as well as 
advising on directors’ duties, shareholder disputes, and fund disputes. 
His broad experience also includes trust disputes and high-value 
contractual claims. 
 
Prior to joining Appleby, Will practised as a junior barrister at one of 
New Zealand’s leading commercial barristers’ chambers, where he 

gained substantial experience before both trial and appellate courts. 
 
Will has published articles on various insolvency topics. His academic work has been 
recognised by the New Zealand Supreme Court, which cited his writing with approval in 
2023 in a landmark case on insolvent trading. In 2021, he won the Banking & Financial 
Services Law Association Research Essay Prize, with a paper on directors’ duties in the zone 
of insolvency. 
 
Will holds a BA/LLB (First Class Honours) from Victoria University of Wellington and an LLM 
(Hons) from Columbia Law School. He is admitted to practise in the Cayman Islands, New 
York, New Zealand, and New South Wales. 
 
Justice Nicholas Segal, Supreme Court of Bermuda 
 

Nick is an Assistant Justice at the Supreme Court of Bermuda. He has 
extensive experience in a wide variety of work in commercial and 
banking law, restructuring, insolvency (including bank resolution) and 
litigation. Much of his work has an international dimension.  
 
He is a IPOS accredited Civil and Commercial  
Mediator.  
 

Nick also sits as a judge in the Grand Court of the  
Cayman Islands (in the Financial Services Division). He has given judgments on a wide variety 
of commercial, financial, corporate and insolvency matters.  
 
He has written and lectured extensively in restructuring, insolvency, banking and restitution 
law.  
 
Before switching to practice as a barrister, Nick practised for over 35 years as a solicitor (dual 
qualified in England and New York), most recently as a partner in  
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer’s restructuring and insolvency team. Before  
then he was a partner in Davis Polk & Wardwell in New York (practising  
New York law) and Allen & Overy in London.  
 
He was educated at Oxford University where he obtained a first class  
degree in law in 1979. 



 

Nathan Simmons, VDX, Hong Kong 
 
Nathan is a legal and compliance specialist with extensive expertise in 
blockchain and digital assets. As a passionate advocate for the 
digitalization of traditional financial technologies, [he/she/they] focuses 
on promoting efficiency and financial inclusion within the rapidly 
evolving fintech landscape. 
 
Currently, he works with VDX, leading efforts to obtain SFC licensing as 
a Virtual Asset Trading Platform (VATP) and Virtual Asset Service 

Provider (VASP). This role allows him leverage a deep understanding of regulatory 
frameworks in the digital asset space. 
 
Previously, [Name] served as the Chief Compliance Officer for BC Technology Group 
(HK.863), a publicly listed company offering blockchain and digital asset financial services. In 
this capacity, he led and developed compliance programs for the first SFC-licensed virtual 
asset trading platform, showcasing an ability to navigate complex regulatory environments 
within emerging technologies. 
 
Nathan's career began in private legal practice, spanning Australia, the UK, and Hong Kong, 
where he has been admitted as a lawyer in each jurisdiction. Specializing in dispute 
resolution, complex commercial litigation, taxation litigation and advice, insolvency and 
bankruptcy litigation and resolution, financial services litigation, trust litigation, and UHNW 
family disputes, this diverse experience has provided him with a unique perspective on 
global regulatory challenges in both traditional finance and blockchain industries. 
 
Committed to bridging the gap between traditional financial systems and emerging 
technologies, Nathan consistently emphasizes regulatory compliance and best practices in 
the digital asset space. 
 
 
Eva Sit SC, Temple Chambers, Hong Kong 
 

Eva Sit SC specialises in insolvency, restructuring and company and 
commercial litigation generally. Her practice is primarily focused on 
cross-border corporate insolvency work, with extensive experience in 
insolvency recovery work and interim protection. She acts regularly for 
liquidators and creditors. She is well-versed in emerging areas 
including digital assets, in particular in the insolvency setting.  
 
Further, she regularly represents the regulator on civil litigation and 

winding up relating to companies listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. She is also 
active in cross-border commercial arbitration, both as counsel and arbitrator.  
 
She was appointed a deputy judge of the Court of First Instance in 2019,  
has since 2020 been a Recorder of the Court of First Instance since 2020.  
 
She passed the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Legal  
Professional Examination in 2021. 
 



 

Tom Smith KC, South Square, UK 
 

Tom is the current Head of Chambers at South Square and a Deputy 
High Court Judge. 
 
He specialises in commercial litigation and arbitration, banking and 
finance, corporate insolvency and restructuring and company law 
including investment funds (hedge funds and private equity). He also 
practices extensively in the fields of civil fraud and asset recovery, 
professional negligence and trusts. 

 
Tom is an experienced advocate in both court litigation and arbitrations.  
He has extensive experience of major commercial trials.  He has also been  
involved in many of the major restructuring and insolvency cases in recent years, including 
significant Supreme Court, House of Lords and Privy Council decisions in the fields of 
banking, insolvency and restructuring and investment funds.  Tom frequently appears as an 
advocate both in England and in other jurisdictions including the Cayman Islands, the British 
Virgin Islands, Dubai, Bermuda, Trinidad and Tobago and Gibraltar. 
 
Described as very bright, quick-witted and very approachable Tom is named by Chambers 
and Partners as a leading silk in seven areas (banking & finance, chancery: commercial, 
commercial dispute resolution, company, fraud: civil, restructuring/insolvency and offshore) 
and as a star individual in restructuring and insolvency. 
 
 
Dhan Vekaria, Carey Olsen, Hong Kong 
 

Dhanshuklal Vekaria is counsel in the Dispute Resolution & Insolvency 
team at Carey Olsen in Hong Kong. He has a broad range of 
experience in the offshore and general commercial litigation context 
most recently advising and acting in relation to the liquidation and 
winding up of a number of offshore private corporates, trust and fund 
structures, disputes in relation to private client trusts, fair valuation 
disputes, injunction and freezing orders and corporate restructuring 
disputes. 

 
Dhanshuklal is an experienced commercial litigator and advocate with particular expertise in 
valuation disputes. 
  
Dhanshuklal has practised Cayman Islands law since 2016 having previously worked at 
another offshore firm in the Cayman Islands. He relocated to Hong Kong with Carey Olsen in 
2018. 
 
He was admitted as a solicitor of the Senior Courts of England and Wales in 2012 where he 
worked for Pinsent Masons. Since January 2018, Dhanshuklal has also been admitted as a 
solicitor of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (BVI). 
 
Dhanshuklal has specialised in the areas of general commercial litigation  
and insolvency law, private client law and trusts litigation since his  
admission in 2012. 



 

Cherrin Wong, Maples, Singapore 
 
Cherrin is Of Counsel in Maples and Calder’s Dispute Resolution & 
Insolvency team in the Maples Group’s Singapore office. She has over 
a decade of experience in commercial litigation and is qualified in 
Singapore, England and Wales and the British Virgin Islands. She 
specialises in cross-border shareholder and partnership disputes, take-
private fair value appraisal litigation, and insolvency related litigation.  
 
She regularly advises on a range of issues in commercial disputes, 

including shareholder remedies and winding up and unfair prejudice claims, various forms 
of interim relief including disclosure and freezing applications, and the recognition and 
enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards. Her expertise extends to advising on 
contentious fund and corporate matters including breaches of fund documents, claims by 
preferred redemption shareholders and other contentious issues at board or shareholder 
meetings. She has also acted in a number of high profile and complex restructurings in Asia 
involving offshore schemes of arrangement and has advised on various creditor protection 
issues including their rights to collateral/security, clawback rights, debt recovery, and priority 
claims in a liquidation scenario. 
 
Apart from complex commercial litigation and insolvency, Cherrin has a  
keen interest in international arbitration and is an accredited member of  
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (MCIArb). 
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Nik Yeo is a commercial barrister at Fountain Court Chambers, 
London, with a particular focus on fraud, fintech and finance litigation 
and arbitration, including blockchain and crypto disputes and AI.  He is 
recognised by the Directories as a leading practitioner in 
cryptocurrency disputes (Legal 500’s Junior of the Year 2023 in Tech, 
Data and Crypto), banking and finance, financial regulation, 
commercial dispute resolution, IT disputes, and professional 
negligence (Chambers & Partner’s Junior of the Year in Professional 

Negligence in both 2016 and 2024).   
 
He has acted for B2C2 in the leading Singapore case of Quoine v B2C2, represents many of 
the world’s leading cryptocurrency exchanges and other blockchain intermediaries, and 
recently led the successful recovery of more than US$420 million of hacked crypto through 
an innovative series of orders from the English court which enabled the hacked crypto to be 
withdrawn from a blockchain wallet, secured pending final determination of the proceedings 
(in New York) and then ultimately paid to the victim, a well-known blockchain bridge (TMSL v 
Oazo and TMSL v Persons Unknown).   
 
He has taught law at Wadham College, Oxford, and the Melbourne  
University Law School, and writes extensively on crypto and also on AI.   
He acts as an arbitrator, particularly in crypto disputes. 
 


