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WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
Friuli Venezia Giulia Autonomous
Region is located on the border 
between Austria (Carinthia) and 
Slovenia. 

Inhabitants: 1,2 Mil

Surface: 7.845 km²

Density: 153 Inhabitants/ km²
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Udine

Trieste

Mi.Co.Tra. line service Udine-Villach

Extension line service Udine-Trieste 
(only weekend)

The mountain area of Friuli Venezia Giulia 
covers 42,5% of the whole regional 
territory

The primary railway connection, between 
Friuli Venezia Giulia and Austria is located, 
near the cross-border line, through the 
mountain valleys of the “Canal del Ferro” 
and “Val Canale”.

Mountain Territory

“Canal del Ferro” and “Val Canale”.



WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?

Once the Schengen rules abolished 
internal border controls, the free 
movement of travelers was however 
limited by the progressive 
elimination of international rail 
passenger transport services.



WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
2001
Stop regional corssborder services in the Alpe Adria Region
2004
Transferring of functions on regional and cross-border rail transport from the Italian 
State to Friuli Venezia Giulia Autonomous Region.
2008
The regional and cross-border competence of Friuli Venezia Giulia Region on rail 
transport becomes effective.
2009
Upon decision of the railway companies operating at that time, international daytime 
passenger rail services between Friuli Venezia Giulia Region and Austria are no longer 
active. 



WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
Abolishing passport controls 
represents only partially an impulse to 
the development of CB territories (in 
particular the mountain ones crossed 
by the railway), risking to marginalize 
the weaker ones. Activities linked to 
the presence of customs are closed 
and the traditional military presence is 
reduced further with the related 
economic activities.
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Mi.Co.Tra. line service Udine-Villach
Extension line service Udine-Trieste 
(only weekend)

Mi.Co.Tra. Project – mountain 
area with low population density
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WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
The railway line Udine-Tarvisio
connecting Friuli Venezia Giulia 
Region to Carinthia (Austria) is an 
European itinerary of primary 
importance, included in the TEN-T 
networks for the transport of goods 
and people (Adriatic-Baltic Corridor).

The railway infrastructure was 
upgraded with the works completed 
in 2000.



WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
A modern railway infrastructure which, while 
modifying the historical route and developing 
now, for a significant part of its route, in a 
tunnel, still allows the direct connection of 
important places in the mountain territory 
with the remaining national territory.

This infrastructure was heavily underused in 
2010, particularly for passenger rail traffic



WHY MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT?
It is in this context that the idea of the 
Mi.Co.Tra. project was born, using the 
new competences of Friuli Venezia
Giulia Region in the railway field to 
favour a recovery of railway passenger 
services between the two territories, 
improving the socio-economic 
conditions.
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Enhance the territory by rail
In 2010, the Autonomous Region of Friuli 
Venezia Giulia, (using the new 
competence in cross-border matters) and 
the Land of Carinthia, with technical
partners, the Ferrovie Udine-Cividale 
(FUC), Österreichische Bundesbahnen
(ÖBB) and VKG, defined a new railway
connection project between the two
territories within Interreg IV Italy-Austria 
2007-2013 CBC Programme.
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Project objectives:

▪ Improving local public transport services and, therefore, the mobility of 
people in cross-border areas.

▪ Activating, with appropriate connections in the nodes of Udine and Villach, 
railway transport links towards Vienna, Trieste, and the main Italian towns.

▪ Enhancing the tourism sector of the territories crossed by the railway line, in 
connection with the Alpe-Adria-Radweg cycle route, which connects Salzburg 
to Grado, crossing Austria and Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, which is now one 
of the most popular European cycle routes.



MI.CO.TRA. PROJECT 
Mi.Co.Tra. 
and the 
Alpe adria
Radweg
cycle route 
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From the project to the realization: the main stages

▪ 2010 – Subission, approval & kick-off of 
the Interreg project;

▪ June 9th 2012 – Starting date of the pilot
cross-border service Udine-Villach;

▪ May 26th 2013 – End of the pilot service 
and start of the cross-border service line 
Udine-Villach;
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From the project to the realization: the main stages

▪ 2018 - The Mi.Co.Tra service is extended 
to Trieste on weekends (within 
CONNECT2CE project, Interreg Central 
Europe Programme). International 
relations are also strengthened with OBB 
services arriving as far as Tarvisio.
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Specifications of the railway service Mi.Co.Tra:

▪ Total length of the railway 

(Udine-Villach): 117,7 km

▪ Friuli Venezia Giulia length (IT): 94,3 km

▪ Carinthia length (A): 23,4 km

▪ Number of rail stations: 12

▪ Total lengh and number of rail

stations (extension to Trieste)      190 Km/17
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Specifications of the railway service Mi.Co.Tra:

▪ Daily number of trains: 4

▪ Number of passenger wagons: 2 plus 1 or 
2 designated wagon to carry bikes + loco 
interoperable E190 Taurus .

▪ Total passenger seats per journey: 140

▪ Total bike spaces per journey: 100
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Specifications of the railway service:
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Main results achieved: ESTIMATED 2019 PAX 110.000 + 18%

▪ Total passengers/year transported (regional 
and cross-border service): 

59.726 (2013) 92.438 (2018)
▪ Total passengers/year transported on cross-

border relations: 
19.337 (2013)  23.038 (2017)* 

▪ Bycicle transported: 
6.963 (2013)               19.563 (2018)  

*in 2018 the cross-border service was partly carried out with train / bus 
interchange for works maintenance on the tunnels, therefore the 2017 figure was 
taken as reference.
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Main results linked to:
Between 2013 and 2017, 2 pairs of long distance services are reactivated which
allow a direct connection between Veneto - Friuli Venezia Giulia and Austria, a 
new railway services between Carinthia and Friuli Venezia Giulia with a train
change at Tarvisio Boscoverde. 
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Mi.Co.Tra. project proved, with the results achieved,
a positive impact on the territory served by the
line. The natural evolution of the project will be its
inclusion in an integrated form within the context of
regional services, thanks to the entrance into
service of No. 4 new interoperable trains ETR 564
bought by Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, type
approved also for passenger transport in Austria
and equipped with No. 37 bike spaces.

The Mi.Co.Tra service evolution
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Thank you for your attention!

Friuli Venezia Giulia Autonomous Region
Enzo Volponi
Tel.: +39 0432 555 713
E-mail: enzo.volponi@regione.fvg.it




