
German Environment Agency

IG Plastics 
Recommendation on Bioplastics

Reinventing Plastics – Closing the Circle 

Nina Maier

Executive Secretary IG Plastics



2

Introduction IG Plastics

Reinventing Plastics – Closing the Circle 
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Reinventing Plastics – Closing the Circle 

 Avoid broad use of biodegradable plastics unless they degrade fast in 

natural conditions (both land and marine); 

 Avoid so-called oxo- degradables; 

 Ensure uniform definitions and standards for biodegradable plastics. 

IG Plastics Recommendation on Bioplastics
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Reinventing Plastics – Closing the Circle 

Bio-derived plastics

 Competition for land

 Threat to sensitive habitats

 Careful assessment of ecological footprint

Biodegradable plastics
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Reinventing Plastics – Closing the Circle 

Biodegradable plastics

 Degrade under lab conditions

 Risk that littering increases

 Difficult to recylce

 No solution to marine litter

 Part of linear economy

Pics: Vaverkova et al, Evaluation of biodegradability of plastic bags in composting 

conditions
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