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DAY 4: 20 OCTOBER 2016 – OPENING SESSION AND HIGH-LEVEL FORUM

OPENING CEREMONY

Moderator

Ms. Fatou Haidara
Managing Director, Policy and Programme Support; Interim Director, Department of 
Human Resource Management, United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

Ms. Fatou Haidara is responsible for setting and implementing the strategic direction 
and goals of UNIDO’s Policy and Programme Support (PPS) in line with organizational 
objectives. She provides leadership and effective and efficient management for all 
services and activities related to PPS. She also assists the Director General in promoting 
cooperation, coherence and partnership with other organizations, particularly those 
in the United Nations system. Ms. Haidara is also Interim Director of the Department of Human Resource 
Management and is responsible for the strategic management and leadership of the Organization’s human 
capital, including the development of policies and the strategic deployment of human resources throughout 
the Organization.

Before joining UNIDO, she served the Government of Mali in several ministerial positions for eight years. In 
these capacities, she participated actively in strategic negotiations between the Government of Mali and 
Bretton Woods institutions, as well as other development partners. She led many  ministerial  delegations  
to  international  forums,  in  particular  the  first  World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference in Seattle.

WELCOME REMARKS

Mr. LI Yong
Director General, United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

Mr. LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), has had an extensive career as a senior economic and financial policymaker. 
As Vice-Minister of Finance of the People’s Republic of China and a member of the 
Monetary Policy Committee of the Central Bank for a decade, Mr. LI has long been 
involved in setting and harmonizing fiscal, monetary and industrial policies and in 
supporting sound economic growth in China. Throughout his career, he has advocated 
financial-sector reform and prompted major financial institutions to establish corporate 
governance, deal with toxic assets and strengthen risk management. 

Mr. LI prioritizes fiscal and financial measures to promote agricultural development and small and medium-
sized enterprises, both of which represent cornerstones for creating economic opportunities, reducing poverty 
and promoting gender equality. He played a key role in China’s cooperation with multilateral development 
organizations, such as the World Bank Group and the Asian Development Bank.
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Statements by

Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger
Vice Minister, Foreign Economic Policy and European Integration, 
Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy, Austria 

Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger worked for nearly two decades in tax law and finance, with 
positions in both private firms and public departments. From 2002 until 2005, she 
held the position of Deputy Director of Finance at the Federal Ministry of Finance where 
she coordinated tax policy, prepared government bills and oversaw the calculation of 
implementation costs. Ms. Gierlinger has held the position of Vice Minister for Foreign 
Economic Policy and European Integration at the Federal Ministry of Science, Research and 
Economy since 2010. Her main responsibilities include coordinating foreign trade and investment policy, trade 
promotion and bilateral issues, as well as acting as Austria’s representative in the European Union Trade 
Policy Committee. Ms. Gierlinger holds a master’s degree in Business Informatics and Computer Science from 
the University of Vienna in Austria. 

H.E. Mr. Sheikh Abdulla Rashid al Khalifa
Governor, Southern Governorate, Kingdom of Bahrain 

H.E. Mr. Sheikh Abdulla Rashid al Khalifa is currently a committee member of the National 
Anti-Drug Committee in Bahrain and president of the Anti-Violence and Addiction 
programme, in addition to his duties as Governor of the Southern Governorate. He 
also leads the “Maan” programme to fight violence and addiction. He completed his 
Master of Business Administration and his Bachelor of Science at Bentley University in 
Waltham, MA.

Mr. Jorge Chediek
Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General on South-South Cooperation; Director, 
United Nations Office on South-South Cooperation 

Mr. Jorge Chediek is the Director of the United Nations Office for South-South 
Cooperation, leading the promotion and coordination of South-South cooperation 
for development within the United Nations system. From 2010 to 2015, he served as 
Resident Coordinator and Resident Representative of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Brazil. In that capacity, he was also the Director of the International 
Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth, UNDP’s global forum for South-South dialogue on innovative 
social development policies. Mr. Chediek holds a master’s degree in Foreign Service from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C.

Mr. CAI E-Sheng
Chairman, Finance Center for South-South Cooperation (FC-SSC), Hong Kong, China 

Mr. CAI E-Sheng serves as Chairman of the Finance Center for South-South Cooperation 
and has served as Executive Director of the China Society for Finance and Banking since 
2014. Mr. CAI joined  the People’s Bank of China (PBC) in 1975 where he served as 
Assistant to the Governor from 1998 and Governor of the PBC Shanghai Branch from 
2000. He then acted as Chairman of the Supervisory Board for the China Everbright 
Group and the Citic Group Corporation beginning in 2001. From 2005 to 2013, he 
worked as Vice Chairman of the China Banking Regulatory Commission. He was elected 
a member of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in 2013. Mr. Cai holds 
a bachelor’s degree in Economics from Shanxi University of Finance and Economics in China.
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Ms. Shamshad Akhtar
Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (UNESCAP)

Ms. Shamshad Akhtar was appointed Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the tenth Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific by United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in December 2013. 
Formerly the Secretary-General’s Senior Adviser on Economics and Finance and Assistant 
Secretary-General for Economic Development at the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, she led the UN-wide coordination of the post-2015 development agenda. Ms. Akhtar has previously 
served as Governor of the Central Bank of Pakistan and as Vice President of the Middle East and North Africa 
Region of the World Bank.

Ms. Akhtar holds a PhD in Economics from Scotland’s Paisley College of Technology, as well as a master’s in 
Development Economics from the University of Sussex in the United Kingdom and an MSc in Economics from 
Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad.  

Mr. ZHU Shanzhong
Executive Director, World Tourism Organization

Mr. ZHU Shanzhong is in charge of the overall supervision of Technical Cooperation and 
Services and Special Field Programmes at the World Tourism Organization, accounting 
for the formulation, approval and implementation of their activities in the development 
and promotion of the tourism industry as an engine for socioeconomic growth and 
poverty alleviation. From late 2008 to 2013, he was Vice Chairman of the China National 
Tourism Administration (CNTA), overseeing international relations, marketing and promotion 
in domestic and overseas markets, tourism security, and the establishment of a public service network. From 
1989 to 2008, he served CNTA in different capacities, namely as Director of the CNTA Sydney Office, Director 
of the CNTA New York Office, Deputy Director General of the International Marketing Department and Director 
General of the Marketing and Communication Department. From 1985 to 1989, he was Department Manager of 
the China International Travel Service, the largest travel company in China.

Mr. ZHU received his master’s degree in Tourism Economic Management from the New School in New York. 
Prior to that, he received his Bachelor of Arts in English Language and Literature from Nanjing University in 
China.

Mr. CHEN Rongzhou
Vice Mayor, Quanzhou, China 

Mr. CHEN Rongzhou was appointed Vice Mayor of Quanzhou Municipal Government in 
2007 and is responsible for the promotion of economic development, the improvement 
of people’s livelihoods and the construction of infrastructure. Prior to his current 
position, he held various positions within the Quanzhou Municipal Committee.

Mr. CHEN graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the Health Faculty at Shanghai First 
Medical College, now Fudan University. He has a master’s degree in Business Administration 
from the School of Management at the University of Science and Technology Beijing.
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Video message: The role of cities, industries and the One-Belt-One-Road initiative in advancing the 2030 
agenda for sustainable development

Dr. David Nabarro
Special Adviser on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, United Nations 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General

Dr. David Nabarro serves as Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and Climate Change. He works with governments 
and other stakeholders to galvanize the implementation of both the 2030 and Climate 
Action Agendas. He also oversees the Secretary-General’s special initiatives, including 
Every Woman Every Child, Global Pulse and Zero Hunger Challenge, as well as the United 
Nations Office for Partnerships. 

Dr. Nabarro holds a master’s degree in Medicine from the University of Oxford, a medical degree from the 
University of Oxford and a master’s degree in Public Health from London University. 

SESSION 1: INTER-REGIONAL STRATEGIES UNDER THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Moderator

Mr. Philippe Scholtès
Managing Director, Programme Development and Technical Cooperation, United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Philippe Scholtès is Managing Director of Programme Development and Technical 
Cooperation at the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). At 
UNIDO Headquarters in Vienna, he oversees UNIDO’s technical assistance programmes 
− a portfolio of over 700 projects totaling one billion dollars, being implemented by 220 
staff and over 1,200 project personnel in a hundred countries. Prior to this, Mr. Scholtès 
was Director of UNIDO’s Agribusiness Development Department. He also served as UNIDO 
Representative in Viet Nam and as Regional Director for South Asia in New Delhi, India. 

Mr. Scholtès is a Belgian national and holds a Master of Science in Engineering (majoring in electromechanics) and 
a Master of Science in Economics (majorin in mathematical economics). He has published articles on economics, 
energy economics and industrial organizations, among other areas, in several peer-reviewed journals. 

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Peter Frankopan
Director, Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research; Senior Research Fellow, Worcester College, University of Oxford, 
United Kingdom

Mr. Peter Frankopan is a historian at the University of Oxford, specializing in global 
history, the life of cities, exchanges of faith, ideas, goods and language across Asia and 
between Asia and Europe, particularly along the Silk Roads. His interests include the 
relationship between urban settlements and their hinterlands, the evolution of civic 
culture and how cities have changed in the past and will change in the future. Mr. 
Frankopan’s new book, The Silk Roads: A New History of the World, was published in 
August 2015. It was a Sunday Times #1 Bestseller, topped the charts in India and China 
and was named The Daily Telegraph’s History Book of the Year 2015. Mr. Frankopan holds 
a degree in History from Cambridge University and a DPhil from the University of Oxford.
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Panellists

Ms. Cristina Pinna
Policy Adviser, Global and Regional Partnerships, United Nations 
Development Programme
 
Ms. Cristina Pinna works as Policy Adviser in the Policy and Partnership Unit-Global 
and Regional Cooperation Team in the United Nations Development Programme’s 
(UNDP) China office. She is in charge of conducting policy research and strengthening 
partnerships to support China’s positive engagement in global development and the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In particular, she has 
been working to strengthen the UNDP flagship initiative on global governance, with a special focus on G20 
issues, the One-Belt-One-Road initiative, BRICS and engagement with new financing institutions such as the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the New Development Bank. 

Prior to joining UNDP, Ms. Pinna collaborated as co-investigator for a United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization pilot project with the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She worked as a research 
fellow at Peking University in China and as a policy analyst for the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Ms. 
Pinna holds a PhD in Political Science and International Relations from the University of Cagliari in Italy and 
conducted her postdoctoral studies at the University of Toronto.

Mr. Michael Postl
Head, Department of Multilateral Economic Relations, Investment Treaties 
and International Finance Institutions, Federal Ministry for Europe, 
Integration and Foreign Affairs, Austria

Mr. Michael Postl has worked as Head of the Department for Foreign Economic 
Relations, Common Trade Policy, Export Promotion, Investment Agreements and 
International Financial Institutions at the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and 
Foreign Affairs since February 2012. He is also a lecturer at the University of Innsbruck 
in Public International Law and International Relations. Since September 2015, he has 
been the Austrian National Coordinator for the Central European Initiative.

Previous assignments include the Head of the Austrian Embassy for Armenia, Georgia and Uzbekistan 
and Austrian Ambassador in Tehran. Mr. Michael Postl holds a PhD in European, Constitutional and Public 
International Law from the University of Vienna in Austria.

Mr. Renaud Sorieul
Director, International Trade Law Division, United Nations Office of Legal Affairs; Secretary of United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law

Mr. Renaud Sorieul is the Director of the International Trade Law Division of the United 
Nations Office of Legal Affairs, which functions as the substantive secretariat for the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). He is the eighth 
Secretary of UNCITRAL since the Commission was established by the General Assembly 
in 1966. Since he joined the UNCITRAL secretariat in 1989, he has been actively 
involved in the UNCITRAL Working Group on International Payments, which prepared 
the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Credit Transfers.  He then served as Secretary 
of the UNCITRAL Working Group on Electronic Commerce, which drafted the UNCITRAL 
Model Law on Electronic Commerce and the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Signatures.  
Since 2002, he has been Secretary of the UNCITRAL Working Group on Arbitration and Conciliation.  
A French national, Mr. Sorieul holds degrees in private law from the University of Paris (Paris II).  He is also 
a graduate of the Institut d’études politiques de Paris and the École Nationale de la Magistrature.  
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Ms. Alla Peressolova
Head of UNWTO Silk Road Programme, World Tourism Organization
 
Ms. Alla Peressolova has worked at the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) for over 
twenty years in different areas and is currently in charge of the UNWTO Silk Road 
Programme, creating a collaborative platform for effective activities to raise the profile 
of Silk-Road tourism and to support Silk-Road destinations in the development of 
responsible and sustainable tourism across Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Currently 
thirty-three countries are actively engaged in the Programme. 

Prior to her current position, Ms. Peressolova was responsible for the UNWTO’s relations with major international 
fairs. Over the years, she has established strong alliances with over twenty international and regional fairs, 
developing ongoing programmes and events. She oversaw several successful events, including the annual 
Ministers’ Summit, which attracts over 100 ministers of tourism every year to the World Travel Market London. 
Among her other projects are numerous communications and awareness campaigns, international conferences 
and capacity-building workshops. Ms. Peressolova holds an undergraduate degree in English Philology and 
Linguistics and a postgraduate degree in Tourism Development Strategies and Marketing. 

Mr. Manuel Montes
Senior Adviser, Finance and Development, The South Centre, Switzerland

Mr. Manuel Montes is Senior Adviser on Finance and Development at the South Centre, 
an intergovernmental think tank created by and for developing countries. Mr. Montes 
works specifically on financing for development and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, investment treaties and tax cooperation, and industrial policy.

Mr. Montes was previously Chief of Development Strategies at the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs where he led the team that produced the World 
Economic and Social Survey. He has previously worked as the United Nations Development Programme’s 
Regional Programme Coordinator for the Asia Pacific Trade and Investment Initiative based in Sri Lanka and as 
Programme Officer for International Economic Policy at the Ford Foundation in New York.

Mr. Montes was Senior Fellow and Coordinator for economic studies at the East-West Centre in Honolulu from 
1989 to 1999 and Associate Professor of Economics at the University of the Philippines from 1981 to 1989. He 
holds a PhD in Economics from Stanford University. 

Mr. SUN Xiaokun
Chairman, The Board of Supervisors, China-Africa Development Fund, China
Mr. SUN Xiaokun has served at the China Development Bank (CDB) since 1994. During 
his time at the CDB, he has acted as Director of the New Protocol Implementation 
Office, Deputy Director of the Risk Management Authority, Deputy Director of the 
Information Technology Bureau and Deputy Director of the Personnel Bureau. He has 
extensive experience with mid-long-term credit management and risk management.

Mr. SUN graduated from the Management School of Fudan University with a Bachelor of 
Science and holds a master’s degree in Economy from Jinan University.
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Mr. Ahmed M. Darwish 
Chairman, General Authority for Suez Canal Economic Zone, Egypt

Mr. Ahmed M. Darwish was Minister of State for Administration Development from 
2004 to 2011. While in this position, he oversaw three major portfolios: e-government, 
institutional and human-resource development, and governance institutionalization. 
His work in this area has been internationally recognized. The Government of Egypt’s 
electronic and web services ranked 23 out of 192 countries according to a 2010 report 
produced by UN-PAN, and the program received the best service award both from the 
United Nations in New York and the African Union in Johannesburg.

Mr. Darwish is a consultant for a number of international organizations, including UNDP, UNIDO, UNESCO, 
FAO, ESCWA, the European Union and the World Bank, government organizations, and companies in the 
Middle East, Africa, Europe and the United States. He received his Bachelor and Master of Science from Cairo 
University and completed his PhD in Computer Engineering at the University of California, Davis.

SESSION 2: SUSTAINABLE AND INNOVATIVE CITIES AND INTEGRATED REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Moderator

Mr. Per Boesgaard
Coordinator of Partnerships and Innovation, Copenhagen Climate Plan 2025, 
City of Copenhagen, Denmark

Mr. Per Boesgaard is an experienced networker and coordinator focused on the needs 
and possibilities of cooperation and partnership across the public and private 
sectors with the end goal of obtaining sustainable and climate friendly solutions. Mr. 
Boesgaard and his colleagues act as matchmakers and have established a platform 
where resources and knowledge are able to meet the demand for a carbon neutral, 
sustainable and liveable city for the benefit of Copenhagen and cities across the world. 
He holds a master’s degree in Science, Chemistry and Environment from the Technical 
University of Denmark.

Keynote Speaker
 
Ms. Shamshad Akhtar (please see page 5)

Panellists

Mr. Christoph Matznetter
Vice-President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Austria 

Mr. Christoph Matznetter has acted as Vice President of the Austrian Federal Economic 
Chambers since 2009. He is a member of the Social Democratic Party of Austria 
and since 2005, has held the position of Chairman of the Social Democratic Party’s 
Business Federation. He was Elected Representative of the National Council of the 
Social Democratic Party from 2008 until 2013, and from 2007 to 2008, he acted as 
State Secretary at the Austrian Federal Ministry of Finance. Mr. Matznetter holds a 
master’s degree in Political Science and a PhD from the University of Vienna. 
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Mr. HAN Chunlin
Vice Mayor, Chengdu, China

Mr. HAN Chunlin has held the position of Vice Mayor of Chengdu since 2014. In 2007, he 
became General Director of the Administrative Committee of Chengdu Hi-Tech Zone, a 
position he held until 2014. Prior to that, he was Deputy Director of the Administrative 
Committee of Chengdu Hi-Tech Zone and held a variety of high-level positions at the 
University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, including Assistant to the 
Chief of the Division of Science and Technology, Deputy Chief of the Division of Science 
and Technology and Chief of the Division of Science and Technology.

Mr. Stephen Perry
Chairman, 48 Group Club, United Kingdom

Mr. Stephen Perry is the Chairman of the 48 Group Club, which promotes positive trade 
and other relations between the United Kingdom and China. He pioneered the Young 
Icebreakers, which works to advance the Club’s aim among young entrepreneurs. Mr. 
Perry has made over 200 trips to China and negotiated many joint ventures with a 
value in excess of one billion dollars. He is the Vice Chairman of the China-Britain 
Business Council, a Fellow of University College London, a Trustee of the Needham 
Research Institute at Cambridge and a member of the Chairman’s Organizing Committee 
of China.

Mr. Ireneusz Jabłonski
Vice Mayor, Lodz, Poland

Mr. Ireneusz Jabłonski has been Deputy Mayor of the City of Lodz since 2015. He works as a 
specialist in the area of strategic and operational management, building, restructuring, 
and managing large businesses and public organizations. Since 2002, he has been 
Vice President of Bank Czestochowa SA, overseeing its restructuring and serving as 
Project Manager. As Vice President of Postbank, he has been responsible for the 
bank’s restructuring and its innovative program to implement a wide range of financial 
services for postal institutions since 2003. Mr. Jabłoński graduated from the Technical 
University of Lodz and attended postgraduate studies in Banking at the Warsaw School 
of Economics.

Ms. Gudrun Henn
Director, International Cooperation Projects and Technology Exports, 
Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy, Austria

Ms. Gudrun Henn has held the position of Director of International Cooperation Projects 
and Technology Exports at the Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy 
since 2002. Her work at the Federal Ministry focuses on foreign economic policy 
projects, technology exports, international environmental issues, global climate and 
environmental policy (coordinating the implementation of environmental legislation via 
voluntary agreements), national environmental affairs, and environmental engineering. 
Prior to this, Ms. Henn worked in Public Relations and Marketing at Novomatic and Brüder 
Henn. 
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Mr. Michał Mrozek
President of the Management Board and Country Chief Executive Officer, 
HSBC Bank Polska S.A., Poland

Mr. Michał Mrozek was appointed President of the Management Board of HSBC Bank 
Polska SA in January 2015. He has twenty-five years of broad-based experience covering 
corporate and commercial banking, capital markets, risk management, strategic 
planning, business integration and regulatory affairs. He joined HSBC from Citibank 
where he held a number of senior roles, most recently the roles of Managing Director 
of Strategy and International Business in New and Deputy Chief Executive Officer of 
the Management Board of Citibank Handlowy in Warsaw, where he was responsible for 
institutional clients. He previously worked at Price Waterhouse, now PwC, where he was 
engaged in privatization projects.

Mr. Mrozek graduated from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. with an honours degree in International 
Trade and Finance. He holds a “Bene Merito” award and a “Bronze Cross of Merit” for his contribution to 
promoting Poland internationally and in developing the Polish banking sector, respectively.

SESSION 3: CITIES AND THEIR FUTURES IN THE CONTEXT OF THE “ONE-BELT-ONE-ROAD”

Moderator

Ms. Shamshad Akhtar (please see page 5)

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Gerhard O. Braun
Professor, Institute for Geographical Sciences, Free University of Berlin, Germany

Mr. Gerhard O. Braun graduated from the University of Würzburg with a degree in 
Geography, Mathematics and Psychology. After five years as Assistant Professor, 
Mr. Braun was hired by the University of Frankfurt in 1974, and in 1975, by the Free 
University Berlin as Professor for Urban Studies, Geographic Information Science and 
Statistics. In 2009, he founded the Institute for International Urban Studies at the 
International Academy Berlin. For some twenty years, he has been invited as a guest 
professor at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Canada.

Mr. Braun’s main fields of research include inter- and intra-urban systems studies within the subfields of social 
segregation, migration, housing and employment studies, urban economics, planning, governance, modeling, 
scenario analyses and theory building at all spatial and contextual scales based on sustainable balance 
concepts. Most of this research has been funded by various national and international research foundations. 
Mr. Braun’s recent research has concentrated on planning concepts such as smart growth, transportation, 
sustainable urban development and new spatial patterns as the result of global economic restructuring.
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Panellists

Ms. Tanja Wehsely
Member, Vienna Parliament; Member, Vienna City Council, Austria

Ms. Tanja Wehsely acts as Chairperson of the Committee for Finance, Economy and 
International Affairs, a Member of the Committee on Women, Education, Youth, 
Integration and Personnel, and a Member of the Committee on Housing, Residential 
Construction and Urban Renewal in her current positions as a Member of the Vienna 
Parliament and Vienna City Council. Prior to her current position, she was a lecturer on 
lobbying and public affairs at St. Pölten University of Applied Sciences. She has also 
worked in the area of public relations for the Association of Viennese Youth Centres. She 
holds a Magister degree in Social Sciences from St. Pölten University of Applied Sciences.

Mr. Alexandr Aleksandrovich Zhilkin
Governor, Astrakhan Region, Russian Federation

Mr. Alexandr Aleksandrovich Zhilkin became the first Deputy to the Head of Astrakhan’s 
regional administration in 1991. His main areas of work included new economic policy, 
in particular fostering the development of emerging economic sectors in order to fight 
unemployment. During this same time, Mr. Zhilkin presided over the inter-banking 
council. Due to the stabilization of the financial system, which he and his co-workers 
facilitated, the 1998 Russian financial crisis affected Astrakhan to a much lesser 
degree than other regions of the country. In August 2004, he became Acting Governor 
of the Astrakhan Region and went on to win the elections for Governor in December 
of that same year.

Mr. Zhilkin studied Physics and Mathematics at Astrakhan Pedagogical Institute. He later acquired a 
postgraduate degree in Economics and became Associate Professor at Astrakhan State University. Shortly 
following his instatement as Governor, he completed his PhD in Biological Sciences. 

Ms. Francesca Cangelli
Deputy Mayor, Matera, Italy

Ms. Francesca Cangelli is currently Associate Professor in Administrative Law at the 
University of Foggia. Since 1999, she has been a member of the Italian Association 
of Planning Law and has participated as rapporteur in several congresses. She is a 
member of the editorial staff of the Italian journal “Comparative Public and European 
Law”. Ms. Cangelli holds a law degree from Libera Università Internazionale degli 
Studi Sociali in Rome and a PhD in Administrative and Public Law from the University 
of Ferrara.

Mr. HANG Dong
Vice Mayor, Fuzhou, China

Mr. HANG Dong is in charge of domestic trade, the rectification and standardization 
of the economic order, investment promotion, foreign economy and trade, overseas 
affairs (including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan), the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, 
and food security, industry and commerce in the Municipality of Fuzhou.
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Mr. HANG previously served as Deputy Secretary and then Secretary of the Fuzhou Municipal Committee of the 
Communist Youth League of China, Chairman of the Fuzhou Youth Federation and Deputy Secretary of the Party 
Committee of Fuzhou Municipal Economic and Technological Development Zone, among other positions. He 
has been Deputy Mayor of Fuzhou since October 2015.

Mr. Marcus Kottinger
Solutions Architect, IBM, Austria

Mr. Marcus Kottinger started his carrier at IBM in 1995 as a technical consultant in the 
automotive industry. In 1998, he transferred to the bank and insurance sector, where 
he worked as a project manager on several IT projects in Central-Southeast Europe and 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States. After seven years, Mr. Kottinger moved 
to Siemens in the Energy, Asset and Building Management sector where he oversaw 
IT projects in the areas of Smart City, Smart Grid and Industry 4.0. With this expertise 
in process- and energy-performance measurement, Mr. Kottinger returned to IBM in 
2014 to support projects related to Industry 4.0 and “Internet of Things” in Smart Cities, 
Utilities, Telecommunications and Life Sciences.

Mr. CHEN Feng
Chief Technology Officer, Shenzhen Yunlink Technology, China

Mr. CHEN Feng is responsible for research and development, technology direction, and 
product planning for Shenzhen Yunlink Technology. He has twenty years of experience 
in product research, development and management, as well as experience in the 
fields of digital imaging, network communications, internet telephony, “Internet of 
Things”, smart homes and smart cities. He has worked previously at Eastman Kodak, 
Boston Technology, Converse Network Systems and Lorent Networks. Mr. CHEN holds a 
PhD from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst.

Mr. Serguei Golovanov
Chief Executive Officer, GOLEM Integrated Microelectronics Solutions, Austria

Mr. Serguei Golovanov directs the implementation of Pharos software at UNIDO, 
enabling digital transformation for sustainable industries and cities, factories of the 
future, and smart connected assets, as well as water and waste management, energy, 
environment and quality. As an expert consultant, he has contributed to UNIDO 
projects in thirty countries over the last twenty years and has in depth experience in 
advanced systems sciences, design and modeling of complex cyber-physical systems, 
ICT architectures, and metrology. 

Prior to his work as an entrepreneur, Mr. Golovanov was a researcher at the International Institute for 
Applied Systems Analysis in the area of sustainable development of the biosphere and climate change. As 
an internationally recognized expert, he has spoken at various international events and conferences. Mr. 
Golovanov holds a degree in Engineering from Moscow Aviation Technical University and a PhD in Systems 
and Computer Sciences from the Institute of Systems Studies at the Russian Academy of Sciences.
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DAY 5: 21 OCTOBER 2016 – PARTNERSHIP DIALOGUE, THEMATIC WORKSHOP 
AND MAYORAL FORUM

SESSION 4: PARTNERSHIPS AND PARTNER DIALOGUE

Moderator

 
Mr. ZOU Ciyong
Director, Department of Partnerships and Results Monitoring, United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization

Mr. ZOU Ciyong was Deputy Director General of the International Department in the 
Ministry of Finance prior to joining the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization in 2013. Previously, he held positions as Alternate Chief Negotiator for China 
during the negotiations surrounding the establishment of a BRICS-led Development 
Bank in 2013, Alternate to the Chinese Executive Director at the World Bank from 2010 
to 2011, as well as Global Environmental Facility Operational Focal Point for China from 2008 
to 2009.

Mr. ZOU, a Chinese national, obtained a PhD in Economics from the Graduate School of the Research Institute 
for Fiscal Science, Ministry of Finance, Beijing and master’s degrees in Public Policy and Management and 
Political Science from Manchester University in the United Kingdom and Peking University in Beijing, China, 
respectively.

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Per Boesgaard (please see page 9)

Mr. Hashim Hussein
Head, UNIDO Investment and Technology Promotion Office (ITPO), Bahrain

Mr. Hashim Hussein has been active in the field of industrial development, investment 
and technology promotion for over twenty years. He has held various responsibilities 
in different countries, including the United States, Egypt, Sudan and Bahrain. He first 
joined the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in 1991 as a 
Programme Officer posted to Bahrain and became the Head of UNDO’s Investment and 
Technology Promotion Office there in 1996.

Mr. Hussein holds a PhD in International Law of the Sea from the University of Nantes, France. He completed 
a Doctoral Research Programme at the Centre for International Development and Conflict Management at the 
University of Maryland, College Park. 

Mr. Bartosz Michałak
Chairman of the Board, Polish-Chinese Cooperation Forum, Poland

Mr. Bartosz Michałak is currently Chairman of the Board of the Polish-Chinese 
Cooperation Forum. In his current position, his responsibilities include enhancing 
Polish-Chinese cooperation, hosting high-level events and delegations, supporting 
Polish and Chinese entrepreneurs to cooperate with and invest in one other, and linking 
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Polish and Chinese organizations. Mr. Michałak has also established a Belt and Road Initiative Centre in 
Warsaw in cooperation with various Polish Universities. 

Prior to his current role, Mr. Michałak worked as a Project Director at the Portuguese company EDP Renewables. 
Since 2013, he has been running his own consulting company under the name of Foton Energia, which offers 
its services in the fields of energy and infrastructure. He completed two master’s degrees, one in Geodesy and 
the other in Energy, at the Warsaw University of Technology and a postgraduate programme in Marketing at 
the Warsaw School of Economy.

Ms. Bettina Wanschura
Chief Executive Officer, PlanSinn GmbH, Austria

Ms. Bettina Wanschura’s work focuses on the future-oriented development of cities and 
regions that meets the needs of the inhabitants. She has a background in landscape 
planning and in facilitating multi-stakeholder decision-making processes. She aims 
to improve quality of life and urban standards of living but is very sensitive about 
the genius loci and the specific cultural circumstances and traditions of each city or 
region. 

Since the launch of the European Water Framework Directive, Ms. Wanschura has been 
actively involved in “translating” its content for the public and in engaging people living in river-catchment 
areas in decision-making processes regarding the development of their water bodies. In addition, Ms. 
Wanschura is engaged in research projects focusing on Blue-Green Cities and their social impact, as well as 
their added value and financial benefits.

Ms. Stacie Adams
Chief Director, Branding and Public Relations, Liugong Corporation, China

Ms. Stacie Adams currently manages all aspects related to branding and communications 
for Liugong Corporation, including public and media relations. Prior to this, she served 
as Manager of Branding and Communications for the Overseas Division of Liugong 
Corporation from 2009 to early 2012. 

Ms. Adams brings to the table her extensive experience in both sales and marketing. 
She began her career in the financial sector as Marketing Manager for EquiFirst 
Corporation, a major lending company. Under her leadership, the firm rose to a top ten 
position in the mortgage segment. Ms. Adams received her Bachelor of Arts in International 
Studies from the University of South Carolina.

Mr. WU Zhiyue
Curator, Fujian Museum, China

Mr. WU Zhiyue is gifted at exhibition design and implementation, has distinctive ideas 
on administrative management and museum promotion, and believes strongly in the 
concept of innovative museum brand-building. In 2015, Fujian Museum, under Mr. 
WU’s leadership, became the only state-owned museum to win the Chinese Museum 
Association’s annual award for most innovative museum.
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Mr. Walter Peer
Chief Executive Officer, Communalp GmbH, Austria

Mr. Walter Peer has his roots in building and construction. He was Branch Manager of 
Project Development for a large group of building companies. In 2006, he was elected 
to the Council of the City Innsbruck. For five years, he was councilor for traffic and 
environment. During this period, Mr. Peer was also Chairman of the Austrian Traffic 
Committee and spokesman for traffic of the European Board of Communities and 
Regions. In 2010, he left his job in politics to found Communalp GmbH, which supports 
and guides communities in their planning and development processes.

SESSION 5: THEMATIC WORKSHOP ON UNIDO COMPETENCIES TO SUPPORT INCLUSIVE 
AND SUSTAINABLE URBAN/SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

Moderator

Mr. GONG Weixi
Senior Coordinator for South-South and Triangular Industrial Cooperation, 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. GONG Weixi began his career at Shenyang Aircraft Design and Research Institute 
at the Aviation Industry Corporation of China. He later worked for various international 
companies, including Siemens and Pfizer Group. While completing his doctoral 
studies, Mr. GONG worked as a teaching assistant, programmer, researcher and senior 
system analyst at the Vienna University of Technology. 

In 1997, he was recruited by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) where he held a number 
of positions prior to being appointed UNIDO Representative in Iran. Since 2011, he has been Senior Coordinator for 
South-South and Triangular Industrial Cooperation at UNIDO. Mr. GONG holds a Bachelor of Technology from the 
Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, a Master of Advanced International Studies from the Diplomatic 
Academy of Vienna and a PhD in numerical analysis from the Vienna University of Technology.

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Stephan Sicars
Director, Department of Environment, United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Stephan Sicars was a Senior Programme Officer with the Multilateral Fund for the 
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer for ten years. His main responsibilities were to discuss project and programme 
assessment, development of funding rules and policies, as well as funding levels with 
the implementing agencies of the Protocol and the Executive Committee of the Fund. 
Prior to joining the Multilateral Fund, he worked for a number of years in research, 
facilitated technology transfer and participated in various international technical panels 
and task forces.

Mr. Sicars is currently Director of the Department of Environment at the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, which, through the implementation of projects, covers subjects such as cleaner production, 
water and the management of persistent organic pollutants, as well as mercury, emissions reduction of non-
CO2 climate gases and the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances. He holds a master’s degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Hanover University with specializations in energy and process engineering. 
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Presentations by

Mr. Karl Schebesta
Division Chief, Food Systems and Nutrition Division, Department of Agri-Business, 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Karl Schebesta was previously General Manager and Chief Technology Officer 
in several Austrian dairy enterprises and a member of the Austrian Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, as well as a representative of the Austrian Dairy Industry with the 
European Dairy Association in Brussels. Since 2002, Mr. Schebesta has been working 
with the Department of Agri-Business at the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, and in 2013, he became Chief of the Food Systems and Nutrition 
Division. Among other things, Mr. Schebesta specializes in food technology, food 
safety and quality, as well as post-harvest management. His main areas of expertise 
are animal-based food products, cereals, fruits and vegetables. He holds a degree in Food 
Technology from the Agricultural University of Vienna.

Mr. Jerome Stucki
Industrial Development Officer, Emerging Compliance Regimes Division, 
Department of Environment, United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Jerome Stucki is a Project Manager at the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) overseeing an Eco-Industrial Park (EIP) project in Vietnam. The 
project applies UNIDO’s approach to retrofitting existing industrial zones into EIPs. 
In line with UNIDO’s mandate, the approach is based on inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development, delivering economic, environmental and social benefits to 
reduce poverty. Mr. Stucki also manages projects on corporate social responsibility in 
Vietnam and China. 

More recently, Mr. Stucki designed and implemented interventions related mercury and in particular, artisanal 
and small-scale gold mining. Prior to joining UNIDO, he worked in the private sector providing technical services 
such as environmental investigations, baseline studies and impact assessments for various industries. Mr. 
Stucki holds a Master of Science in Earth Science from the University of Lausanne and a master of advanced 
studies in Hydrogeology from the University of Neuchatel.

Mr. Bernardo Calzadilla-Sarmiento
Director, Department of Trade, Investment and Innovation, United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization

Mr. Bernardo Calzadilla-Sarmiento was previously Director of the Trade Capacity Building 
Branch at the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) as well 
as a Senior Quality and Standards Expert. He also served as a former UNIDO Deputy 
Representative to the United Nations and Other International Organizations at UNIDO’s 
office in Geneva. Mr. Calzadilla-Sarmiento was Director for Technical Assistance 
and Training Services at the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) as 
well as Secretary of the ISO Policy Committee on Developing Country Matters. In this 
position, he coordinated the development of the ISO 22000 Food Safety Management 
Systems, which is a training tool for setting up the implementation and certification 
of food-safety management systems in small businesses. 
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Mr. Alois Posekufa Mhlanga
Industrial Development Officer, Renewable and Rural Energy Division, 
Department of Energy, United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Alois Posekufa Mhlanga is an Industrial Development Officer in the Department 
of Energy at the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). He 
has over eighteen years of experience in the sustainable-energy and climate-change 
field. He currently manages UNIDO’s renewable-energy projects in Africa and Asia. He 
is responsible for flagship programmes such as the design and creation of the ECOWAS 
Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency and the Global Cleantech Innovation Programme. Before 
joining UNIDO, Mr. Mhlanga was a Renewable Energy Expert at the African Development Bank managing a vast 
portfolio of renewable-energy and sustainable-energy investment projects across Africa. Before that, he was 
the principal sustainable-energy expert at the Southern Centre for Energy and Environment and a part-time 
lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe for the Master of Science in Renewable Energy programme.

Mr. Wolfgang Loibl
Thematic Coordinator, Sustainable Buildings and Cities, Austrian Institute of Technology 
(AIT), Austria

Mr. Wolfgang Loibl was employed by the Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT) after 
five years working as a spatial planner. At AIT, he works as a regional scientist, 
spatial planner and policy adviser in the fields of urban and regional development, 
as well as environmental planning and impact assessment. His work focuses on 
spatial analysis and modeling with an emphasis on urban development, environmental 
impact analysis, climate-change adaptation and related policies at both the national 
and European Union levels.

Mr. Loibl has been working with AIT for thirty years. For fifteen years, he taught geographic information system 
based spatial modeling and systems modeling as a university lecturer at the Universities of Graz and Vienna. 
He has been engaged as a project and work-package leader in various national and international projects. Mr. 
Loibl holds master’s degrees in Geography and Regional Planning and Organization Development and a PhD 
from the University of Vienna.

Mr. Nebojsa Nakicenovic
Deputy Director General and Deputy Chief Executive Officer; Senior Research Scholar, 
Transitions To New Technologies, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
(IIASA), Austria

Mr. Nebojsa Nakicenovic has been engaged in the work of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in various capacities for the past twenty-five years. He 
was Convening Lead Author of the IPCC Third Assessment Report and Coordinating Lead 
Author of the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report. Most recently, he was a Lead Author of the 
IPCC Fifth Assessment Report. Mr. Nakicenovic was a Member of the Steering Committee of the 
Austrian Panel on the Climate Change Assessment Report and Director of the Global Energy Assessment from 
2006 to 2012. Throughout his career, he has authored and contributed to many other reports and publications 
related to climate change, energy and sustainability.

Mr. Nakicenovic holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Economics and Computer Science from Princeton 
University and the University of Vienna, where he also completed his PhD. He also holds a PhD (honoris causa) 
in Engineering from the Russian Academy of Sciences.
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SESSION 6: MAYORAL FORUM AND DIALOGUE (I)

Moderator

Ms. Amita Misra
Director, Department of Regional Programmes and Field Representation, 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Ms. Amita Misra was Senior Adviser to the Director-General and Director of the 
Financial Services Branch of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) from 2004 to 2010. Prior to joining UNIDO in 2004, she had a career in the 
Indian Civil Service spanning twenty-five years. She has served in the Federal, State 
and Municipal Governments and in major Indian Public Sector Enterprises, bringing to 
bear extensive governmental, financial and executive experience. In these assignments, Ms. Misra led large 
teams on operational issues and headed several departments of the Government of India. She also carried out 
oversight functions for the United Nation as the United Nations Auditor representing her country.

After completing a post-graduate degree in Economics, Ms. Misra joined the Indian Civil Service, specifically 
the Finance Service. Thereafter, she studied Finance for two years at the Government Finance Academy. In 
preparation for higher responsibilities as a senior executive, Ms. Misra attended a course at India’s National 
Defence College for Indian and International Government Executives.

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Roman Serdar Mendle
Smart Cities Program Manager; Global Coordinator for Smart Cities, ICLEI - Local 
Governments for Sustainability, Germany

Mr. Roman Serdar Mendle is the Smart Cities Program Manager at the ICLEI World 
Secretariat. Mr. Mendle and his team also coordinate ICLEI’s work on city-business 
collaboration as well as the Transformative Actions Program, a project pipeline through 
which cities gain access to bankability and funding support services for local climate 
action. A sustainability scientist by training, with five years of professional experience, 
Mr. Mendle has expertise in sustainable transitions of complex urban systems, industrial 
transformation and energy transition in cities, standardization for smart cities, low-carbon development, 
and environmental management, as well as city-to-city exchange and city-business cooperation. 

Mr. Mendle also has regional expertise in urban development and sustainability in China and is responsible 
for the creation of the Sustainable Urban China conference series under the Sino-German Urbanization 
Partnership, organized by his team at the ICLEI World Secretariat. He holds a Master of Science in Environmental 
Studies and Sustainability Science from Lund University in Sweden and a bachelor’s degree in Economics and 
Politics of East Asia from Ruhr University Bochum and Renmin University of China.
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Panellists

Mr. Oleg Polumordvinov
Mayor, Astrakhan, Russian Federation
Mr. Oleg Polumordvinov was Adviser to the Mayor of Astrakhan City on issues of 
construction, architecture and land utilization and was First Deputy Chairman of 
Astrakhan City Administration’s Committee on Capital Construction from 2005 until 
2007. From 2007 to 2009, he was Director of State Expertise for project documents on 
territorial planning, project documentation and engineering surveys of the Astrakhan 
region. In 2009, he was appointed Deputy Chairman of the Government of Astrakhan 
region and Minister of Construction and Roads. Following that, he was appointed Deputy 
Chairman of the Government of Astrakhan Region for functionality of life-supply systems and environmental 
safety, after which he was elected Head of the Administration of Astrakhan City.

Mr. Polumordvinov graduated from Astrakhan Technical Institute of Fishing Industry with a specialization in 
industrial and city construction. He also received his postgraduate education at Astrakhan Technical Institute 
of Fishing Industry. Mr. Polumordvinov has a range of scientific and technical publications in the areas of 
household and road construction and engineering surveys. He is an Associate Professor in the Construction 
Department of Astrakhan State Technical University.

Mr. GUI Lin
Vice Mayor, Chizhou, China

Mr. GUI Lin is in charge of issues concerning the development and overall management of 
Chizhou’s tourist economy, commercial economy, education, sports and culture. He has 
worked in the sector of tourism management for years and is currently overseeing the 
development of a comprehensive plan for fostering region-based tourism in Chizhou. 
From 1991 to 2000, Mr. GUI worked in Shitai County as the Deputy Director of Shitai 
County People’s Government. He was promoted to Director of the Chizhou Municipal 
Tourism Bureau in 2001 and later worked as Director until 2010. He then served as 
Secretary-General of Chizhou Municipal Commission from 2010 to 2012. He has served as 
the Deputy Mayor of Chizhou Municipal Government since 2012. Mr. GUI holds a bachelor’s 
in Economics from Anhui University.

Ms. Frida Elizabeth
Head, Small-Medium Enterprises and Creative Industry Sub-Division, 
Department for Industry and Energy, Jakarta, Indonesia

Ms. Frida Elizabeth is responsible for determining and coordinating the sharing of 
resources available to develop small and medium-sized enterprises and creative 
industries in her position as Head of the Small-Medium Enterprises and Creative 
Industry Sub-Division at the Department for Industry and Energy. In her current role, 
which she has held since 2010, she has coordinated various projects and trainings. 
Ms. Elizabeth holds a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Engineering from Telkom University in 
Bandung, Indonesia.
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Mr. Oscar S. Moreno
Mayor, Cagayan de Oro, Philippines

Mr. Oscar S. Moreno’s career spans more than twenty years in the corporate legal 
profession and over fifteen years in public service. He began his career as a trial 
attorney of the Philippine National Railways and later became the corporate legal 
counsel of major financial institutions such as the Ayala Investment and Development 
Corporation, Bank of the Philippines Islands and Citibank, among others. He then went 
on to become Associate Director of the Strategic Planning Group of Ayala Corporation 
and Vice President and Chief Legal Counsel of BPI Capital Corporation.

In his tenure as Mayor of Cagayan de Oro, Mr. Moreno has helped transform the city into the economic hub 
of the southern Philippines. Cagayan de Oro has been named an “Emerging City of Tomorrow” by UN-Habitat 
and was declared grand winner of the United States Agency for International Development’s “Liveable Cities 
Design Challenge 2014”. Mr. Moreno holds a bachelor of laws from San Beda College and has participated in 
executive training programmes at Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.

Mr. Massimiliano De Martin
Veneto Regional Government Member, Venice, Italy

Mr. Massimiliano De Martin has had twenty years of experience as a provincial and regional 
representative and as president of the “Order of Surveyors”. He became a candidate 
for City Council because of his expertise and his belief in the local residents and the 
businesses that drive the community on a daily basis. Mr. De Martin holds a degree in 
Surveying and was active in this field in the city of Mestre for over twenty-five years.

SESSION 6: MAYORAL FORUM AND DIALOGUE (II)

Moderator

Mr. Roman Serdar Mendle (please see page 19)

Keynote Speaker

Mr. GU Chaolin
Professor, School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, China

Mr. GU Chaolin is a Professor at the School of Architecture at Tsinghua University, Vice 
President of the Chinese Futurology Association and Councilman of the China Society for 
Urban Sciences. In addition, he is a member of the Science and Technology Committee 
at the Ministry of Housing and Construction. Mr. GU was a visiting scholar in the 
Department of Geography and Planning at the University of Toronto in the academic 
year 1992 to 1993 and in the Centre of Urban Planning and Environmental Management 
at the University of Hong Kong in 1994 and 1995. He has also been a Visiting Professor at 
the Institute of Social and Economic Geography at the University of Leuven. 

Mr. GU is engaged mainly in research into urban and regional planning, as well as regional economics and urban 
geography in China. Since 1986, he has published twenty-six monographs and more than 380 papers. He has 
successfully led many major research and planning projects and won several prestigious prizes. Mr. GU holds bachelor’s, 
master’s and PhD degrees from the School of Geographic and Oceanographic Sciences at Nanjing University.
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Panellists

H.E. Mr. Sheikh Abdulla Rashid al Khalifa (please see page 4)

Ms. Tanja Wehsely (please see page 12)

Mr. Leszek Drogosz
Director of Infrastructure Department of Warsaw City Hall, Warsaw, Poland

Mr. Leszek Drogosz is responsible for climate protection, energy, water and wastewater 
management in the City of Warsaw. He has spent his entire career working for city, 
particularly in the management of enterprises dealing with transportation, water, 
wastewater, heat and solid waste. He has been involved in the implementation of 
several large and medium-sized European Union projects such as those co-financed 
by the EU Cohesion Fund. Mr. Drogosz has extensive experience working with NGOs 
and has represented Warsaw in the EUROCITIES Climate and Energy Working Group and 
the C40 Large Cities Climate Leadership Group.

Mr. Drogosz has also served as Deputy Chairman of the Management Board of Association of Municipalities 
Polish Network “Energie Cités” and as a member of the Management Board of the Warsaw Tourism Organization. 
He is also one of the designers and Deputy Chairman of the Climate Protection Team established within 
Warsaw City Hall, which is chaired by the Mayor of Warsaw. As the Director of the Infrastructure Department, 
Mr. Drogosz is responsible for the overall implementation of the Sustainable Energy Action Plan.

Mr. LIU Bijian
Vice Mayor, Fuqing, China

Mr. LIU Bijian began his work in Fuzhou City as a Primary School teacher in 1989. He 
then worked as Secretary of the Communist Youth League and Deputy Director of 
the Education Bureau. In his current role as Vice Mayor of Fuqing, he is in charge of 
business, foreign trade, shipping, investment, counterpart aid and foreign affairs. 

Mr. Simone Venturini
Veneto Regional Government Member, Venice, Italy

Mr. Simone Venturini was elected City Councilor of Venice at the age of twenty-two in 
2010. In that role, he has primarily sought to redress activities related to drugs and 
crime. Mr. Venturini is committed to the protection of the city and its workers and is 
particularly interested in the correlation between work, economic development and 
municipal welfare. He graduated with a law degree from the University of Padua.
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ACHIEVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS AND CLOSING REMARKS

Mr. Taizo Nishikawa
Deputy to the Director General; Managing Director, External Relations and Field Representation, 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Mr. Taizo Nishikawa served in the Cabinet Office of the Government of Japan as Deputy 
Director General for Science and Technology Policy and Deputy Director General 
of the Office of Atomic Energy Policy from 2007 until 2009. Earlier in his career, 
Mr. Nishikawa served in various positions in the Ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry, including as Director of the Conformity Assessment Division, Director of 
the Automotive Parts Industry and Director of the Regional Industry Promotion Office. 
Mr. Nishikawa joined UNIDO as Head of the Investment Technology and Promotion 
Office inTokyo in July 2009. He obtained a Bachelor of Engineering from the University of 
Tokyo and a PhD in Engineering from the University of Tohoku.
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