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Introduction
The , missing links" study of 2018

= Comprehensive analysis of the existing cross-border rail

transport connections and missing links on the internal EU
borders

» a. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and
“missing links”

= b. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion of
alternatives

= ¢. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects

= Available at:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional policy/en/information/publications/
reports/2018/comprehensive-analysis-of-the-existing-cross-
border-rail-transport-connections-and-missing-links-on-the-
internal-eu-borders



https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/reports/2018/comprehensive-analysis-of-the-existing-cross-border-rail-transport-connections-and-missing-links-on-the-internal-eu-borders
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a. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and
“missing links”
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Overview of all identified
cross-border rail connections

Y 2017
® Operational link: regular passenger services
© Operational link: only freight or touristic services
B Non-operational (historic) link

1 Redundant historic link for public rail transport

4 Proposed or projected new infrastructure link
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a. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and
“missing links”

. infrastructure operational 202
@ passenger services 2017 fully exploited 57
O passenger services 2017 exploited with shortcomings 81
O passenger services 2017 not fully exploited 18
QO freight only 2017 46
’ infrastructure non-operational 149
. existing construction projects 14
"promising” and "missing links" 176

I kcuw




Barca de Alva

Lanaken [BE] - Maastricht [NL]

a. Inventory of cross-border rail connections and
“missing links”
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Railway gaug Railway ga Railway gau| Railway ga Railway gaugd Railway gauge 1435 mm
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»Missing links": Cross-border rail infrastructure that is not operationa
De Panne [BE] / Dunkerque [FR] border Photo Julian Nolte 2017
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In corridors of high demand: Good offer across the borders

- mm Thalys [DE/BE/NL/FR] Photo Julian Nolte 2011
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Many border crossings railway services are not really viable
Salonta [RO] / Kotegyan [HU] border Photo Julian Nolte 2019




What we found out
Two main findings

= Most of the small-scale cross-border railway connections
do not belong to the TEN-T Core or Comprehensive
Network and have previously mostly been disregarded from
funding for investments.

= Gaps in the cross-border passenger rail network are not
necessarily caused by missing elements of infrastructure:
In many cases even on operational railway infrastructure there is
a lack of cross-border passenger services. Competent authorities
of the Member states can play a crucial role for implementing
cross-border passenger services on these lines.



What we found out
Huge importance of PSO competent authorities

= PSO = public service obligation
(e.g. a transport contract with a railway undertaking)

PSO usually define financing and quality of the offered services
Legal framework: Regulation (CE) No. 1370/2007
Spatial organisation depends from national circumstances

Competent authorities for .§

Most EU passenger services passenger o services s
are covered by a PSO:

» 65% of rail passenger km

» 83% of passenger train-km

4 Cross-border N iheipiiciie
cooperation of PSO S ——
! competent authorities

is crucial for

. \_ cross-border rail Yy,
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Shortlist of projects examined in detail in Task 3
Comprehensive analysis of the existing cross-border rail transport connections and missing links on the intemal EU borders
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b. Analysis of possible new rail connections and
discussion of alternatives




b. Analysis of possible new rail connections and discussion
of alternatives

Quantitative:

® Pan-European estimation of rail travel demand
@ Estimation of infrastructure and operating costs

l ' l Availability of transport data
hindered such a top-down assessment

Qualitative:

@ Stakeholder consultation: Discussion with PSO competent
authorities in border regions

@ Development of public transport alternatives
where rail (currently) does not seem to be the appropriate mode

| | Bottom-up consultation of PSO competent authorities
widened the study’s view and brought fruitful results into it




Fact sheet for the border s¢fJFact sheet of the border section Fact sheet for the border section Poland/Slovak Republic
- —r

Type of rail connection [assessment of 2017 timetable] | Number |
@ Opsrational Enk: regular passenger senvices 2
Operationsl fink: onfy frsight o tourst zervices 1
B Nor-operationsl fistoric ik 1
Total number 4

Type of rail connection [assessmen

©® Operstions! link: reguiar paszengd

General overview of cross-border rail connections
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Operationsl nk: onfy freigfit or towristicsd  much of its length, Only onz of the four crossings se=s regular passanger train sarvices,
CECEC § o
P e — L akional histaric fnk Most long-distance passenger sarvices in both countrizs are specified by the respective
7 ok (73] - Smorge (28] O Redundant Pistoric ek for public rsil trans|  National transport ministrizs in PSO contracts awarded to incumbent operators, but this is
= :nuobumgummw (=2 i changing as a result of market entry by private opsn access opzrators, In Poland regional
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b. Analysis of possible new rail connections and
| discussion of alternatives




TEN-T: Corridor/ . Importance Importance
Name of the Core Network __ Classification for the forthe  ™POANE  yirs3in  NUTSSn
10 according to 2017 on
rail connection or Comprehensive (9 102 border  countries . % countryA  country
Network region  concerned The connection could improve TEN-T connectivity Stakeholders'
between... The connection could alleviate the following structural spatial effects assessment

Dunkergue [FR] - De Panne [BE] & Elements missing Medium Low No FR301 BE258 - Connection would be an addtional ink north of Lille the, along the French-Belgian coast

Hedum Lon Low FR301 8e323 . M ather postive ‘

2 Comprehensive  Entirely missing: Comnection wouid be the Ll area where
Yolenclemer [ Viows (] Network dismantied passenger services between FR and BE exist today (gap of approx. 230 km)

= Comprehensive. R be |
Maubeuge [FR] - Charlerol [BE] Freight only Low Hegium Low FR301 BE326 s Zokm) Rather positve |
Charieille-Mézidres [FR] - Givet Entirely missing: Connection wouid be an additional nk south of the Lil area where no rall connection with
il i) - o Hedum tow No FR211 8e353 Comprenensive Network/North Sea-Mediterranean e T B Rather postive |
o 7S Connection wouid be an addtional ik in the border Maastricht |
Mol (BE] - Roermond [NL] Rl Freight only Hedium Hgh Low BE222 N4 - and NL exsttoday (gapof  Rather positive
otk aporox. 100 km) |
Aachen [DE] - Maastricht [NL] - Proposed ok Medium Low No DEA2D NL423 Horth Sea-Baktc/Rhine Alpine/Comprehensive Network - Rather postive |
M’“:ﬂz"‘m - Eey g High Medium No DESON 428 - ™ Rather positive ‘
S Z“’E] % m (P Freight only Medium Low Mo DE40G PLA32 Comprehensive Network - Rather positve |
Freburg (€] - Coimar [FR] Z Enthely miowog: High Low No o132 FRi22 Riine-Alpine/North Sea-Mederranean 5 Rather postive |
RasaltToE] - "‘:TF";?’ L0 P - Elements missing High Low No DE124 FRé21 Rhine-Danube/Rhine Alpine/Comprehensive Network - Rather positive \
Tre [OE] - Tonwite (] ez Comprehensive e e m e = = SRR Trier and Metz. Today 3 |
St-Maurice [CH] - Evian-les-Bains. = - Connection would improve public transport on the southbanks of Lake Geneva where no =
= Negiected High tow No clon2 FR718 sy N Rather poste |
et ‘"(';"“’ [ATl-  Comprehensive ¢ epioked  High Medium Hgh arant s = = Rather postive
Niapentay (A1) ’r:“" LSH = notfuly exploited  Medium Low No AT23 s1033 = S Rather positive |
tarbor i {
Oberwart [AT] - Szombathely [HU] - Erteely mssed:  Medum Low No ATi1 Hu22 - ATandHUexst  Rather postive |
today
Deutschireutz [AT] - Sopron [HU] notfuly exploted  High Medium Low AT o221 - . Rather postve |
Viaoraych [PL] - Mezmésti(CZ) Freight only Hedium Low No PLS17 =) - - Rather postive |
o 3 et [ ke P = =) ¥y ) wmxruanmmmnmmm';mmmmmw . ‘
ErUYel ST medum  Medum Low Es2at FRets -
Freight only Medium No Low BE233 N34 - |
40 Sint-Niaas [BE] - Temeuzen (NL) i Entrely missing:  \um o No BE2%6 M3 Rhine-Alpine/Comprehensive Network |
i B  Connection would be an addtional knk In the border area between Breda and Maastricht 1
a3 “""""‘",[I'ﬂ 7} Turchout [Be) - . By ol No No BE213 N42  Noth Network i between BE and NL exst today (gapof  Rather cautious ‘
a fourg [N ] a00r0%, 100 km)

r (Hassek (BE] -) Neerpslt [BE) - S N Connection would be an addtional fink In the border area between Breda and Maastricht |
44 Achel [BE] - Borkel en Schaft [NL] - . Y mISSNG:  ppegium o No 222 NLdt4 Comprehensive Network @ Rather cautious
L l&}l),m " B s 202roK. 100 km). |

-) Dalheim

| 57 ol mm;}l’f’ﬁjq Neglected Medium Low Low DEA29 NL422 - - Rather cautious ‘
61 Kranenburg [DE] - Groesbeck [NL] - - Eemensmissing  Medlum No DEAB NL226 Comprenensive Network = oty Dbl Rather cautious |
101 w&‘l’ﬂ Rk Proposed ink Medium Low DEDD 2042 g . Rather cautious |
e B oo {
Deutschireutz [AT] - Szombathely N Entirely missing: " o |
t, 2 Low No Mo ATt w22 o ATandHUexst  Rather cautous |
- il [;‘1'}‘*""“ : il o ATi2s 2084 . Connection could serve as diectlnk between Vienna and Bmo Rather cautious ‘
209 o s Scalckt cai shadis Mo P s |
216 A cautious |
Identificati f “potentiall tb ficial” ject |

219 cautious
= Ca entirication or potentially most benericCial projects £
220 cautious ‘
— ——
223 cautous |
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[ c. Identification of “potentially most beneficial” projects

Potentially most beneficial projects
for additional passenger services on
cross-border rail connections
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Conclusions of the study

Funding

@ R1: The implementation of a stable long-term planning and financing framework
for “small-scale” cross-border railway projects is needed.

@ R4: Funding for cross-border infrastructure projects should also be available for
lines that are not part of the Core and the Comprehensive TEN-T networks.

@ R5: For the opening or reopening of a new railway line in many cases the full
passenger potential can only be reached after a start-up phase of several years.
Seed funding can help operators or competent authorities to launch such
services.

@ R6: The authors emphasise: Funding for rolling stock used on cross-border
railway connections could help revive cross-border services, either by reducing
the amount of subsidies necessary to operate the services - or by enabling the
services to be run in “open access” mode.

@ R8: Enable small-scale infrastructure to be funded as part of cross-border
cooperation programmes (Interreg A) by means of budget increases.



Conclusions of the study
Governance

Concerning cooperation across the border:

@ R10: The authors emphasise the importance of creating a dedicated coordinator
for small cross-border projects beyond the TEN-T network.

@ R7: Make better use of opportunities provided by existing Interreg A, which can
play an important coordination role and help solve cross-border mobility
challenges.

Others:

@ R15: Make information on cross-border rail connections available to potential
passengers

@ R16: “Quick wins” should be realised wherever possible
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Outlook
What can you do in order to reopen passenger
services on your cross-border railway?

® Assess if services would be economically viable

® Yes: Help railway undertaking to make a business case of
cross-border services

® No: Consider subsidising future services and get in touch with
your PSO competent authority and the one on the other side
of the border

® Check if infrastructure investments are needed
® Yes: Look for funding on regional, national and European level
® No: Be happy ©
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