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Small Practice Group (SPG) Meeting
Monday 17 March 2025
1.30pm - 5.00pm

Venue: Rosewood Hong Kong
Meeting room: Salon IV, Level 4

Programme

1:30pm - 1:45pm  Welcome and opening remarks
Pulkit Deora, Chair, SPG, Enterprise Chambers (Door Tenant), India

1:45pm - 3:00pm  Asset tracing around the world in insolvency proceedings:
Tools, practical experiences, do’s and don'ts

In insolvency proceedings of all sizes, it is often necessary to determine
where the debtor's assets are located, and very often asset tracing
requires the research in several countries. For any insolvency
practitioner, including small practitioners, the decisive question is
whether such research is economically worthwhile. It has to be noted
though, that in many countries, there are publicly accessible sources
that already provide valuable information, and proceedings with the
aim of tracing assets are often economically viable, provided that the
right proceedings are initiated. Last but not least, a good network of
experienced advisors/contacts helps to efficiently trace assets.

The aim of this session is to provide a practical overview of helpful
tools and practical experiences for asset tracing, as well as case studies
on the do's and don'ts of asset tracing across borders.

Chair: Dr Stephan Degen, Heuking Kihn Lier Wojtek, Germany
Frances Coulson, Wedlake Bell LLP, UK

Merish Gujadhur, Quantuma, BVI

Lingi Wang, Fangda Partners, PRC

3:00pm - 3:30pm  Networking coffee break
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3:30pm - 4:45pm  Legal finance for insolvency - Practical considerations for offsetting
costs and risk

This interactive session will discuss legal finance in the insolvency
context with perspectives from three key parties involved in
commercial legal finance: insolvency practitioners, legal finance
providers and lawyers.

Our panel will discuss key concepts in legal finance and practical tips
for identifying opportunities to use legal finance, understanding the
suite of available products, including claim and award acquisition,
preparing finance applications, and working with financiers through a
claim’s lifecycle.

A workshopped case study will give participants the opportunity to
apply these concepts in a practical way.

Chair: Emily Tillett, Burford Capital, Hong Kong
Gwilym Jones, Henderson & Jones, UK

Danny Ong, Setia Law, Singapore

William Pan, FTI Consulting, Hong Kong

4:45pm - 4:55pm  INSOL Talk: Developing your international practice as a smaller
practitioner

A discussion between Lloyd Hinton of Insolve Plus, UK and Marc
Abrahams of Troutman Pepper Locke, UK on the challenges and
rewards of being a small practitioner operating on the global stage.

4:55pm - 5:00pm  Closing remarks
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Speakers

Marc Abrahams, Troutman Pepper Locke, UK

Marc brings a deep understanding of both contentious and non-
contentious insolvency law, encompassing corporate restructuring and
personal insolvency matters. He is adept at handling commercial
disputes and international arbitration under LCIA and ICC Rules. Marc
. represents a diverse array of clients, including insolvency and

' ~ turnaround professionals, directors, companies, asset-based lenders,
‘ banks, and fixed charge/LPA receivers.

Clients turn to Marc for guidance on formal insolvency procedures, security review and
enforcement, asset realization, commercial and financial litigation, antecedent transactions
investigations, directors’ disqualifications, cross-border issues, and business and asset sales.
His practical experience is reinforced by his notable secondment to the Royal Bank of
Scotland, where he honed his skills in customer workouts and security recoveries.

Frances Coulson, Wedlake Bell LLP, UK

Frances Coulson is a Solicitor, head of the insolvency and restructuring
at Wedlake Bell LLP, a top 100 London law firm, where she leads a
substantial team of lawyers in contentious and non-contentious work.
She is Deputy Chair of the Fraud Advisory Panel (anti-fraud charity), a
Special Constable with the National Crime Agency (receiving a Director
General's Commendation in 2014), and Chair of the R3 (Association of
Business Recovery Professionals) Fraud Group. She is Deputy President
of INSOL Europe.

Her focus is contentious insolvency, fraud and injunctive relief, in which she has many years'
experience. She received an award from the Insolvency Practitioners

Association for her Outstanding Contribution to the profession in December

2022, having received a similar award from the Turnaround & Rescue

Industry in 2012. She is a non-executive Board member of the Insolvency

Service, the government executive agency of the Department for Business

& Trade.

Dr Stephan Degen, Heuking Kiihn Liier Wojtek, Germany
Stephan is a Partner, Lawyer and Tax Advisor of the German law firm
HEUKING. With more than 400 lawyers, tax advisors and notaries,

HEUKING is one of the major commercial law firms in Germany,
providing legal services to German and foreign clients.

S8 Stephan'’s consulting focuses on restructuring,
A 4 tax law, dealing with French clients, insolvency law

AD and mergers and acquisitions.

With graduation in Minster (Germany) and Paris (France), Stephan is
fluentin German, English and French.
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Merish Gujadhur CFE, FCCA, Quantuma, BVI

Merish is a Fellow Chartered and Certified Accountant (FCCA) and a
Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) with a legal background specialising in
restructuring and insolvency. He is a Licensed Insolvency Practitioner
based in the British Virgin Islands. He has extensive experience leading
and managing high-profile insolvency engagements, including cross-
border assignments, advising underperforming companies on
restructuring options, and successfully implementing business rescue
plans.

Merish has worked on numerous insolvency cases involving several jurisdictions across
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Caribbean region. His insolvency experience is across various
sectors namely financial services, banking, insurance, funds, real estate, hospitality,
manufacturing, construction, and waste management amongst others.

In addition, he has expertise in performing Insolvency forensic investigations, including
identifying voidable transactions, fraudulent transactions, and misappropriation of funds.
Prior to Quantuma in the BVI, Merish worked in Mauritius for more than 8.5 years at a Big
Four firm in the restructuring/insolvency and forensics practice.

Lloyd Hinton FIPA FABRP, Insolve Plus, UK

Lloyd is a Licensed Insolvency Practitioner who has extensive
experience in a wide range of sectors including hospitality and leisure,
IT, healthcare, charities, travel, construction and professional services,
both in the UK and abroad.

Lloyd is the former president of the Insolvency Practitioners
Association, the UKs only independent insolvency regulator and has sat
on the board of the IPA for over 15 years. He was named Insolvency
Manager of the Year at the 2009 Insolvency & Rescue Awards, a finalist in

the Insolvency Practitioner of the year category of the 2017 TRI Awards

and was named as one of the UK's 100 most influential insolvency

professionals in Insolvency Today’s Power 100. Lloyd is an active member

of INSOL's SPG committee and enjoys working with practitioners from

across the globe.
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Gwilym Jones, Henderson & Jones, UK

Gwilym is co-founder of Henderson & Jones and a chartered
accountant with the ICAEW with over 10 years’ experience in
insolvency, restructuring and audit. Gwilym sits on H&J's investment
committee and is a member of R3, the IPA and INSOL.

o Gwilym started his career in Audit at Deloitte in 2006 where, on
’5‘ qualifying, he joined the Restructuring Services team in London.

He then joined PwC in 2014 before co-founding Henderson & Jones
with Philip Henderson in 2016.

Danny Ong, Setia Law, Singapore

With extensive experience in multi-jurisdictional headline
restructurings and insolvencies seen in the region over the last two
decades, Danny is recognised as a “standout” in this field. He is
particularly known for his specialism in insolvency litigation, working
closely with insolvency practitioners and litigation funders. Danny is
also regularly called upon by global investment funds, asset managers,
and syndicated lenders, to advise on distress situations, and lead cross-
border enforcement and asset recovery actions, often involving
restructuring and insolvency proceedings. He has been consistently recognised over the
course of the last decade as a Global Thought Leader in the field of asset recovery and
currently serves as Co-Executive Director of International Chamber of Commerce’s Fraudnet.

William Pan, FTI Consulting, Hong Kong

William Pan is a Senior Managing Director in FTI Consulting’s Hong
Kong office.

An insolvency practitioner and formal appointment taker Mr. Pan
specializes in restructuring and insolvency cases and works extensively
with bank groups, private equity and credit funds and corporations in
restructuring, enforcement and formal Court appointments. Mr. Pan
regularly undertakes engagements across Asia, Australia, the BVI, the
Cayman Islands and EMEA and has been based in Hong Kong for over 10 years. Prior to
Hong Kong, Mr. Pan was at a leading restructuring firm in Sydney, Australia.

He is a member of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Chartered
Accountants Australia & New Zealand and Australia Restructuring Insolvency and Turnaround
Association.
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Emily Tillett, Burford Capital, Hong Kong

Emily Tillett, a Vice-President at the leading litigation finance company
Burford Capital. Emily leads Burford's investment activities and
operations in Hong Kong and supports its business in the APAC region.
Burford is the world's largest provider of commercial legal finance with
public listings on the New York Stock Exchange and London Stock
Exchange and offices in the US, Europe, Asia, Australia and the Middle
East.

Emily is a Hong Kong, New Zealand and Australian qualified lawyer and immediately prior to
joining Burford she was Counsel in the disputes resolution team at Allen & Overy in Hong
Kong.

Linqi Wang, Fangda Partners, PRC

Mr. Lingqgi Wang is a partner at Fangda Partners based in Shanghai. He
specializes in restructuring and insolvency as well as commercial
dispute resolution, particularly matters with cross-border elements. In
areas of insolvency, Lingqi regularly acts as court-appointed
administrator or counsel for shareholders, debtors, creditors and
restructuring sponsors in large, complex cases of out-of-court
restructuring, liquidation, reorganization, and nvoluntary dissolution. As
litigation and arbitration counsel for corporations, private equity firms,
hedge funds, and financial institutions, Lingqgi handles significant commercial cases,
including disputes involving buyout/minority investment, joint ventures, corporate control,
contract, and other complex commercial matters.

He is the Co-Chair of the Asian Advisory Council of INSOL International, Vice-Chair of the
Cross-border Insolvency Professional Committee of Shanghai Bankruptcy Administrators
Association and a panel arbitrator with Shanghai International Arbitration Centre (SHIAC).
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