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Some key aspects
• eFTI Regulation provisions & implementation timeline

• Relationship with transport documents (contracts of carriage)



eFTI Regulation - Key elements

Common requirements for 

service providers and platforms

• Platforms’ functionalities 

• Service providers’ obligations 

Information requirements

• EU and national legislation regulating 

freight transport in the EU hinterland 

• Rail, road, inland waterways, aviation

• Rules concerning the means of transport and 

the personnel not concerned

Obligation for all competent 

authorities in all EU MS

• To accept the information electronically

• To use the same requirements/technical 

specifications for acceptance

Option for the economic 

operators

• Can present the information electronically 

or use paper

• When opting for electronic, obligation to 

use certified eFTI platforms or service 

providers

One stop shop certification

• Harmonised rules for third-party 

certification valid EU-wide



eFTI Regulation implementation and application –
Indicative timeline

MS – Member States

DA – Delegated act (Commission Regulation)

IA – Implementing act (Commission Regulation)

Feb 2029

Review
- Need of obligation 

for economic 

operators

- Interoperability with 

other e-enforcement 

systems

Feb 2023

Adoption

- DA on eFTI 

data set & 

national 

requirements

- IA on common 

rules for 

authorities

2020 - 2023

Preparatory work
- DTLF

- DA expert group

- IA committee

Aug 2020

Entry into 

force 

Reg EU 

2020/1056

Aug 2023

Adoption

- IA on eFTI 

platforms & service 

providers 

specifications 

Aug 2021

Notification

by MS of 

national 

legislation

Aug 2024

Application 

start date 
(except for the 

obligation of MS 

authorities to 

accept eFTI data)

Aug 2025

Full application
(start of obligation of MS 

authorities to accept eFTI data)

March  

2024

Adoption 

- DA on rules 

for certification 

of eFTI 

platforms & 

service 

providers 



eFTI Regulation and the international 
conventions on transport contracts 

“The obligation for competent authorities to accept information made available 
electronically by economic operators should also apply whenever provisions of 
Union legal acts or national law falling within the scope of this Regulation 
require information that is also referred to in relevant international conventions 
such as the conventions governing the international contracts of carriage in the 
different transport modes, for example the UN Convention on the Contract for 
the International Carriage of Goods by Road (CMR), the Convention concerning 
International Carriage by Rail (COTIF), the IATA Resolution 672 on E-air 
Waybill, the Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules for International 
Carriage by Air (Montreal Convention), and the Budapest Convention on the 
Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland Waterways (CMNI).” (eFTI Reg., 
Recital 6)



eFTI Regulation and the international conventions 
on transport contracts – an illustration for road

Conditions and implementation 
specifications for the use of electronic 
means to prove compliance with rules 
on freight transport in the EU by rail, 
air, inland waterways and road 

All EU MS + EEA, directly applicable

Information required to prove compliance 
with transport rules

→ Use for inspection by authorities

→ Use in B2B communication*

→ Use in courts*

Currently 12 EU MS /  29 countries party

Use of electronic 
documents in  
cross-border 
transport of goods 
by road

Conditions for the legal equivalence of the 
electronic form of the international road 
transport contract (aka consignment note/CMR) 

Information required to be included in the 
transport contract/CMR

→ Use in B2B transactions/communication 

→ Use in courts 

→ Use for inspection by authorities*

eFTI Regulation EU 2020/1056 eCMR Protocol to UN CMR Convention**

90-95% of CMR 
information

Open to all UN countries, subject to ratification

*Not covered, but allowed 
(i.e. not prevented)

** Convention on the Contract for 
the International Carriage of Goods 
by Road (CMR) (1956)



Early implementation 
preparations
Support from the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum (DTLF) expert group



Digital Transport and Logistics Forum

Expert Group of the Commission

• Mission: To provide a platform for structural dialogue, exchange and 
provision of technical expertise, cooperation and coordination between 
the Commission, Member States and relevant stakeholders, with a view to 
assisting the Commission in the development and implementation of the 
Union’s activities and programmes aimed at the digitalisation of the transport 
and logistics sector and at fostering a more efficient electronic exchange of 
information in transport and logistics.

• First mandate: 2015 – 2018

• Second mandate 2018 -

• Achievements: preparatory work for eFTI and a Concept of Digital Corridor 
Information Systems 



DTLF Subgroup (SG)1 “Paperless Transport” – Support to EC 
preparatory work on eFTI Reg. implementation specifications

Teams & Deliverables linked to eFTI Regulation provisions 

3. Technical

2. Functional

1. Data

4. Certification & 

Implementation

✓ +/- 100 experts (public, private, 
NGO’s, academia)

✓ All modes of transport

✓ 6 Tasks – 4 Teams

✓ Online calls every week in different 
settings

✓ Bilateral calls & participation in 
Webinars and online meetings of 
MS authorities and other 
stakeholders

✓ Incremental approach – results 
delivered in separate parts instead 
of all at once



DLTF SG1 Team 1 - Data Aspects – Progress of work (1/2)



DLTF SG1 Team 1 – Data Aspects – Progress of work (2/2)



DLTF SG1 Team 2 – Functional Aspects –
Progress of work (1/2)



DLTF SG1 Team 2 – Functional Aspects –
Progress of work (2/2) WSR integration options (Version 0.9)



DLTF SG1 Team 3 – Technical Aspects –
Progress of work (1/2)



DLTF SG1 Team 3 – Technical Aspects –
Progress of work (2/2)



Preparation and adoption of 
the supplementing and 
implementing legislation
• eFTI Delegate Acts

• eFTI Implementing Acts



Preparing eFTI Reg. secondary acts - Who does what ?

DTLF SG1

Delegated Act (DA) 

Expert Group

Implementing Act (IA) 

Committee

Team 1 Data

Team 4 Certification & 

Implementation

Team 3 Technical

Team 2 

Functional

DA on national requirements 

& eFTI data set (by Feb 

2023)

DA on rules for certification of 

eFTI platforms & service 

providers (by March 2024)

IA on functional & technical 

specifications for authorities’ 

systems (by Feb 2023)

IA on functional & technical 

specifications for eFTI 

platforms & service providers 

(by Aug 2023)

European Commission



Implementation and application of eFTI Reg.  –
Indicative timeline (reminder)

MS – Member States

DA – Delegated act (Commission Regulation)

IA – Implementing act (Commission Regulation)

Feb 2029

Review
- Need of obligation 

for economic 

operators

- Interoperability with 

other e-enforcement 

systems

Feb 2023

Adoption

- DA on eFTI 

data set & 

national 

requirements

- IA on common 

rules for 

authorities

2020 - 2023

Preparatory work
- DTLF

- DA expert group

- IA committee

Aug 2020

Entry into 

force 

Reg EU 

2020/1056

Aug 2023

Adoption

- IA on eFTI 

platforms & service 

providers 

specifications 

Aug 2021

Notification

by MS of 

national 

legislation

Aug 2024

Application 

start date 
(except for the 

obligation of MS 

authorities to 

accept eFTI data)

Aug 2025

Full application
(start of obligation of MS 

authorities to accept eFTI data)

March  

2024

Adoption 

- DA on rules 

for certification 

of eFTI 

platforms & 

service 

providers 



Keep in touch

eFTI Regulation

eFTI Regulation impact assessment

Digital Transport and Logistics Forum

Expert group register: DTLF

MOVE-DIGITAL-TRANSPORT@ec.europa.eu

European Commission, DG MOVE, Unit D.1 Maritime Transport and Logistics

Watch video here

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2017-2546864_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3280
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3280&NewSearch=1&NewSearch=1
https://ec.europa.eu/assets/move/video/DTLF-SG1.mp4


Thank you

Lia Potec, Policy Officer
Unit D1 Maritime Transport and Logistics
Directorate General for Mobility and Transport
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